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Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your 
computer, iPad, iPhone or DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only 
online, not in print. 


New Lynx Queralt Casas. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Andy Lien 


Minnesota Premier Home Improvement Specialists— 


happy hour. 
Additions • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basement Finish 
Windows / Doors • Decks / Porches • Roofing • Siding 


Ice Dam Prevention & Removal Cooper, CRAVE, Little Szechuan, Rojo Mexican Grill, 


Soprano's, and Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar & Grill 


ACCREDITED 6 \ HOME EDITION We S e | | 
Se “We Roofed It AGAIN!” 


FREE ESTIMATES THE SHOPS AT WEST END 39H 5100 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 Life. Style. Redefined. | THESHOPSATWESTEND.COM 


www.stioRoofing.com SES Bund“ ard 


ARRESTED? „ 


call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


• Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 
* Has repeatedly won criminal sexual conduct cases 


• Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Drug Charges, 
Indecent Exposure, Theft Charges, Accomplice Charges 


"| was charged with a crime and Jeff Dean won my case. Now І have no worries 


and my future looks bright. Call Jeff if you are facing DWl/criminal charges!” 
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a 
(612) 305-4360 www.jeffdeanlaw.co 
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Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


with Disabilities to... 

REENEN When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 
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Disco Fever has hit my "From the Editor" column. Instead of 
random pontification, please enjoy more gratuitous Xanadu 
greatness. Please forgive the absence this issue, it will be back 
in Issue 444. 


Let Newsstand Deliver 
IMENDER Right To Your iPad” 


NOW 


Also Right To Your iPhone" 


PRIDE Edition 


kc AM 


Available on the 


America's Largest GLBT Publication ios App Store 
Space Reservation Deadline: May 25 ^ ; 
Published: June 14 


For more information about advertising in Lavender Pride Edition, 
contact 612-436-4698 or advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 
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[2] 2 [n] 1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


*Not redeemable for cash. Cou іра good for a complete 
Re-Bath system only. Not valid with any other offers. Valid only 
at the time of first appointment. Exp. 07-31-12. Size restrictions 
[и] P may apply. See consultant for details. (800) 228-4882. 
H 


932-432-1933 


1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


Locally owned and operated! • License #062249PM 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Dr. John Foley 
Medical Director 
~ 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


lg 
CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR LAGI (2172 B/M AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


Life changing results 
without spending your 
life savings. Save up 
to 50% every day on 
Custom Wavefront LASIK 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


SS 
+ 


20 Years Experience i in. 
Family Law | Criminal | Defense. | Employment Law 


mec 


3009 Holmes Ave. E Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


Ze es e 1727 272 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE I5 THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Multiple custom { Our financing plans 
Personalized : 
lasers to treat: follaw-ay vision саге and and Best Price 
Nearsightedness FREE ENHANCEMENTS, Guarantee make LASIK 
Farsightedness b Pru affordable to more people 
ASTIGMATISM шн than ever before. 


ACT ВУ JUNE 30" eai: occ cor enna 
Save even more with your CALL 866-685-6994 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 
ASK US ПО 27е роот оне н DEE 


MEDI*CENTER 
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КЎ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | cs. Boater 


Cherchez la Femme? 


ГУЕ MENTIONED before that the political climate in the US is 
taking on an aura of woo-woo speculative fiction, a sort of Orwellian 
1984-cum-The Handmaid's Tale ambience. 

I had that feeling learning that Georgia State Representative 
Bobby Franklin had introduced a bill requiring proof that a woman's 
miscarriage or spontaneous abortion occurred naturally—without in- 
tervention. Lacking that proof, she could face felony charges. 

Printable words cannot adequately express my feelings on this 
piece of.../egislation, but it does prompt this question: Why is a spate 
of such laws being proposed by GOP politicians? None of them are 
promoting legislation to address hunger, homelessness, or poverty, 
just one bill after another aimed at controlling women and limiting 
their reproductive options. 

Franklin et al. are not suggesting sexual surveillance and codes 
of chastity for males not actively engaged in reproductive sex. How 
about a regulation for Viagra-stipulating it be prescribed only for 
married men, and only during their wives' fertile days, requiring a 
humiliating monthly visit to their doctors? Or registering the DNA 
and genomes of all males reaching puberty so that future sexual 
predators can be immediately traced and punished? 

Police and mystery novel detectives always ponder the same key 


A3 


question: Who stands to profit? The same 
things might well be asked about these perfer- 
vid lawmakers so intent upon the regulation of 
women’s bodies. Seeking votes? Seeking the 
first scapegoat on the path to a theocracy? 

Why do I find these men and their proposi- 
tions so repellant? The answer is twofold: First, 
because women should not be singled out for ha- 
rassment and physical control by predominately 
male politicians, and second, because, as part of 
a group these same men want to disenfranchise or 
eradicate, I am unable to forget the warning of Pastor 
Martin Niemóller. He varied his objects over time- but 
never the final line. 

"First they came for the socialists and I did not 
speak out because I was not a socialist. Then they 
came for the trade unionists and I did not speak 
out because I was not a trade unionist; then they 
came for the Jews and I did not speak out be- 
cause I was not a Jew. Then they came for me 
and there was no one left to speak for me." 


Wi OX GE 


SS 
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SYMPHONY 


THE PLAN THAT BRINGS 
YOUR FAMILY TOGETHER. 


Symphony provides affordable coverage for Mom, Dad, 
and all the kids. Symphony is specially composed for 
the needs of growing families. It has one premium, 
one deductible, and no limit on visits to the doctor or 
convenience clinics. To learn more, call your broker or 
855-Medica-l, or visit us at medica.com/plansthatfit. 


MEDICA. 


Personalize. Empower. Improve. 


THE REMODELER 
YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget 
during your project. Quality workmanship that adds 
lasting beauty and value to your home. 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #BC378021 


BC 


INDEPENDENT  PREK-12 CO-EDUCATIONAL COLLEGE PREP 


Restore the skin of your youth 


with Ultherapy®...get a 


noticeable lift without surgery! 


Ultherapy® lifts and 
tones your skin, reduces 
sagging and restores a 


more youthful look. 


Ultherepy: 


Call Dermatology Consultants today at 651-209-1600 
for a skin consultation to find out if Ultherapy is right 
for you. Mention Lavender Magazine and qualify 
for a $100 Ultherapy gift card! 


Dermatology Consultants has four locations in St. Paul, Eagan, Woodbury 
and Vadnais Heights. For more information visit dermatologyconsultants.com 


or join us on Hl facebook.com/dermatologyconsultantsmn 


“7 


dermatology gw 


CONSULTANTS 


skin. care. experts. 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hautes 


BANCROFT 
FAMILY EQUALITY COUNCIL CONF. FOUNDATION 
- APRIL 27-28 - APRIL 27 
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Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor? designation 


5 аеру Aard | Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. _ oe 

Securities products and investment advisory services offered by (@ 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered e 

investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special ER 
@ 


needs financial planning offered through Ме ће Center for 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


} | For the if in life.® MetLife 
AUTO BODY • COLLISION 
MECHANICAL • GLASS | 


You need to insure both your auto апа 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 4649 Bloomington Avenue 


N x 5 | | А м Е R IC AN Е АМ [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
. 060-502-5689 _ PINSURANCE ИД 


Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis, MN 
American Family Insurance Company 
р American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dba rtell@amfam.com 
All your protection under one roof * Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


TACORI 


Timeless symbols of your commitment 


Exclusively at 


ТАСОКІ is the biggest name in wedding jewelry and Arthur’s ART | | | | R’ 
has the largest selection of TACORI rings in Minnesota. 


1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 651-488-0365 ArthursJewelers.com Expect the Unexpected 
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CONSTRUCTION INC. 


612.760.2863 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY SERVICES WE CAN PROVIDE TO YOU AS A TOTAL CONTRACTING AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMPANY: 


Full-Service General Contracting • Carpentry & Remodeling © Additions • Bathrooms ® Kitchens • Drywall • Painting/Staining/Wallcovering 
Garages © Basements • Custom cabinetry • Decks/Porches ® Tile/Grout/Caulking • Roofs • Concrete (inquire for details) 


SALOON'S 35TH 


- APRIL 28 


Trusted vendor of: Caribou Coffee, Famous Dave's, Don Pablo’. Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured #20638861 


Exceptional Pet Healthcare 


FREE 


t .., We Love to Pamper 


e 


Wr Your Pets! 
First Exam 
= Complete Wellness Care = Boarding for New Clients* 
п Dentistry & Surgery = Evening & Weekend Hours 


VCA Cedar Animal Hospital VCA Animal Care Hospital 
3604 Cedar Avenue South 1208 East 66th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 Richfield, MN 55423 ® 


(612) 285-3561 e үсдсейагсот (612) 285-3617 e VCAanimalcaremn.com Animal Hospitals 


"For New Clients Only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 2 pets per client. General veterinary service only. Cashier code: 700.500. Expires 05/31/12. 


Who 
will 


you? 


Buffalo 


Addit цеш pride! , Coon Rapids 


Golden Valley 


£ | St. Paul 
мер. Woodbury 
Eege www.animalhumanesociety.org 


animal humane society (763) 522-4325 


Aging isn’t easy. О 


Caregiving doesn't need duos. 
to be hard. grag 


TRAINING TO SERVE 
Board of Directors 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 

at 

Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 


Р f ои 


> 
Osch 
EV fie! 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 
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DINING OUT FOR LIFE 


- APRIL 26 


Problems with Drugs or Alcohol? | | T 


Safe, Supportive & Specialized Treatment Services: 
LATITUDES at Twin Town 


CONFIDENTIAL, specialized treatment 
and programming for LGBT individuals, 
including mental health and sexuality support. 


Please call 
Meridian Behavioral Health HELP LINE 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


1.877.367.1715 


Confidential Assessments Service Available BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 


EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 
952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
651-286-3921 
No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


COMPLETE HAIR RESTORATION 


Non-Surgical & Neograft Procedures 


• Customized Treatment Program 
• Unique Hair Restoration Technique 
• Your Own Real Hair 


Also Specializing in Medical Skincare 
• Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

• Botox 

• Chemical Peels 


f ^m See what ANEW can make 
e possible for you. 


> | { ANEW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 6th Street South #175 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 

(612) 208-0741 

www. anewmedicalcenter.com 


DOWNTOWN LOCATION SKYWAY CONNECTED 
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Jukebox • Video Games • 3 75¢ Pool Tables • Pinball • Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM • Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR SMOKING PATIO 


ALWAYS A GOOD TIME 
NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


_ Singles Pool 


Just 
effin’ 
music 


TOURNAMENT 
| Зип., Мау 20 • 4 РМ 


Cem, ESI C : 
А Aa ә 
Aë. e 


2042445 
RADÖK 


Real College Radio 


Your BARTENDER 
BARAK 


(9 WEIb5thISts o (G12) 41-9999 о Like us on Facebook Ei 
Proudly, Our, осе 1952 


We’re Your 


CHEAP 


So 


K crea Nights are the Malel&iFemaleico.co\p 
First & Last FRIDAYS Your Favorite 80's Music 
of the Month | e ^! Night Long: 6 
$5 Cover 
$1 Domestics & Rails $5 COVER 
51 Domestic Bottles 
Boyy FEATURING 


Friday, May 25 


DJ Stefanie 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer А 


SALOON MAY 7 A 


MLLER'S 
SEXY LIBERAL 
COMEPY TOUR 


Saturday, May 12th, 8:00p.m. 
at the State Theater 


B72071282 


starring... 


PART INSPIRED EY THE SENSES 


AT LUSH 


LUSH Alof duo зү: 
CAROPROOUCTION.cCoM 


(( 
ТОСЕ 


OF MINNESOTA 
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Patio Directory 


MAN APU 


19 Bar 

The Twin Cities oldest GLBT bar features a great smoking patio, so 
step outside, relax, and enjoy one of the 19 Bar's great cocktails. 
19 W. 15th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5553 

www. 19bar.itgo.com 


Brass Rail 

The Brass Rail patio provides a perfect place to enjoy your favorite 
drink. There's something for everyone. 

422 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 332-7245 

www.thebrassraillounge.com 


eagleBOLTbar 

Rain or shine outdoor seating open 7 days/week for your dining 
and libatious needs. Convenient outdoor bar. 

515 Washington Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 338-4214 

eagleBOLTbar.com 


Gay 90's 

Set in Downtown Minneapolis along bustling Hennepin Ave., enjoy 
the people watching and your favorite cocktail. 

408 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-7755 

www.gay90s.com 


Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta 

Thin crust pizzas, pastas, hot hoagies, salads, and homemade 

desserts. Open M-F 11am and Sat/Sun at 4pm. Delivery, take- 
out, dining room and patio seating. Family owned for 35 years! 

3555 Chicago Ave 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 825-6827 

www.jakeenos.com 


Jax Café 

Serving customers since 1933, our diverse menu is sure to please. 
Full Bar and daily Happy Hour specials. Enjoy lunch, dinner, or 
Sunday Brunch on our beautiful patio. 

1928 University Ave. NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

Reservations: (612) 789-7297 

www.jaxcafe.com 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 

Right in the heart of the Loring Park neighborhood. Enjoy a great 
view of the park and always a great happy hour. 

1359 Willow St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 843-0400 

www.loringkitchen.com 


LUSH 

Enjoy your favorite drink while relaxing at this outdoor oasis just 
north of Downtown Minneapolis. 

990 Central Ave. NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

www.lushfoodbar.com 


Roat Osha 

Uniquely crafted foods combining both authentic and American 
influences. A casual yet sophisticated approach to the tastes 
of Thailand. Our sunny patio offers a great space to gather with 
friends. 

2650 Hennepin Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-4418 

www.roatoshathai.com 


, 4 а 
/ 
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Rudolphs 
A real barbecue restaurant with a touch of class. We offer a full 


menu prepared in the “old school” way with love, attention to detail 


and uncompromising standards. Patio Open! 
1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 871-8969 

www.rudolphsribs.com 


Saloon 

Gay-owned and operated, The Saloon's patio is the place to see 
and be seen while enjoying your favorite beverage. 

830 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-0835 

www.saloonmn.com 


The Sample Room 

Mix & match from sample plates of house-made charcuteries, 
pastas, cheeses, veggies, meats & seafood. Local brews, wine & 
liquor flights, ‘tinis & ‘tails. Outdoor patio, on the Mississippi. 
2124 Marshall St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 789-0333 

www. The-Sample-Room.com 


Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 

Voted by Lavender’s readers as the Fab 50 Best Wine Bar. Patio 
welcomes DOGS! 

Happy Hour 5-6 PM Tues-Sun 

415 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-4305 

www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


Tum Rup Thai 

Wonderful Asian cuisine in Uptown Minneapolis. Stop in for lunch, 
dinner, or after the show. Daily Happy Hour specials. Patio seating 
available. Come experience all that is Tum Rup Thai! 

1221 W. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 824-1378 

www.TumRupThai.com 


Wilde Roast Cafe 

Best views of Minneapolis skyline and the riverfront. And 
NOW with full Bar (coming Early June). Enjoy your dinner and 
Housemade Gelato. 

65 Main St. SE 

Minneapolis MN 55414 

(612) 331-4544 

www.wilderoastcafe.com 


Wise Acre Eatery 

Enjoy your favorite drink or meal surrounded by the Tangletown 
Gardens inspired surroundings. 

5401 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 354-2577 

WWw.Wiseacreeatery.com 


Burger Moe's 

Located on St. Paul 's West 7th - just 2 blocks west of the Xcel 
Energy Center. Moe's offers a relaxed atmosphere, gorgeous 
outdoor patio and fabulous food! And the beer ...oh the beer! 
242 W. 7th St. 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 222-3100 

www.burgermoes.com 


Camp 

Camp's sidewalk patio is the place to to enjoy one of their huge 
drinks while soaking in the rays. 

490 N. Robert St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 292-1844 

www.camp-bar.net 


Town House 

There's always something going on at the Town House. Free 
parking next to the bar. 

1415 University Ave. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 646-7087 

www.townhousebar.com 


W.A. Frost 

A glass of wine from our award-winning cellar, a plate full of 
delectable appetizers, and an Old World atmosphere.... WA Frost 
is perhaps the best outdoor dining patio in St. Paul. 

374 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-5715 

www.wafrost.com 


Ш ! A LH л. 


Nokomis Restaurant, Bar & Wine Shop 

"Come As You Are" fine dining with sweeping vistas of Lake 
Superior from dining room and patio. Nokomis Wine Shop offers 
superb and affordable wines to take with you on your travels. 
5593 North Shore Dr. 

Duluth, MN 55804 

(218) 525-2286 

www.nokomisonthelake.com 


Brookside Bar & Grill 

A community restaurant serving burgers, pizza, sandwiches, 
salads, etc. — handmade using fresh ingredients. Our full bar and 
patio makes a pleasant stop when traveling through the Saint Croix 
River Valley. 

140 Judd St. 

Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047 

(651) 433-1112 

www.brooksidebarandgrill.com 
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YOU KNOW THOSE thought-provoking theater com- 
panies that offer probing post-performance discussions? 
Well, that's so not Chan. How about a post-show disco 
party instead? 

Right. I thought so. Save that Long Day's Journey tick- 
et for a dreary winter night. Come summer, come out 
to Chanhassen Dinner Theatres for its area premiere 
of Xanadu, with its guarantee that no brain cells will be 
assaulted during the run. The only injury you might in- 
cur is falling off your chair with laughter, according to 


composing a world-class symphony. It 
involves revamping an abandoned roller 
rink into—genius!—a roller disco! (Hey, 
it's California.) 

There's a catch (there always is): Kira 
falls in love with mortal artist Sonny, a 
no-no back up there on Olympus, and her 
jealous sisters rat on her. Zeus (think Gene 
Kelly) is ready to toss her out until softened 
by a chorus of “Have You Never Been Mel- 


Chanhassen's Artistic Director, Michael Brindisi. 

Brindisi was visiting New York City in 2008 on one 
of his usual scouting trips when he picked up a matinee 
ticket to “Xanadu.” “I laughed out loud for 110 minutes 
and loved the show so much, I wanted to return in the 
evening," he recalls. He's since rented the film of the 
1980s movie, starring Olivia Newton-John and Gene Kel- 
ly, and continues to guffaw all the way through it—thus, 
the perfect “beach read" kind of show that summer calls 
for. It opens June 1 for a limited run through Septem- 
ber, and already tickets are going fast. “When the host of 
our current production mentions it as coming soon, the 
whole audience goes ‘Ooooh’,” Brindisi notes. “It’s a cult 
film, a party movie, and clearly lots of people know it and 
love it," he adds. 

Here's the slender premise, which won writer Doug- 
las Carter Beane a Drama Desk Award for “Best Origi- 
nal Book of a Musical" as well as a Tony nomination for 
his campy spoof of the '80s film. Kira, a Grecian muse, 
is sent to earth by Daddy Zeus to inspire a young art- 
ist to achieve his greatest dream. And, since the setting 
is Venice Beach, California, this artistic super-stretch 
doesn't include writing the great American novel nor 


low?"—one of the original song hits com- 

posed by pop-rock legend Jeff Lynne et al. 
Kira, in proto-Olivia style, delivers a blast 
from the past. 

She's played by Chan regular Jodi Carmeli, 
who portrayed the narrator in Joseph... and 
Maria in West Side Story. Sonny, her California 
squeeze, is performed by Dieter Bierbrauer, 
veteran of Oklahoma! and also Jodi's love inter- 
est in West Side Story, where the working chem- 
istry between the two first ignited. The rest of 
the cast represents a vibrant mix of familiar 
vets and fresh, new faces—a 50/50 mix, just as 
Brindisi wants it: “And this ensemble is the real 
star of the show,” he insists—“extremely tal- 
ented, extremely good-looking, really sexy, re- 
ally fun." Not only do they sing and dance, 
but, ahem, they roller skate. Constantly. 
Even off on ramps and into the audi- 
ence. Under a disco ball. 

Sets and costumes, too, are 
"pretty wild,” he  promises— 
"more zany than spectacular. And 
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a mural comes to life.” 

New for this show are options for audi- 
ence members such as onstage seating for 
a slight extra charge, which includes a sou- 
venir disco prop box (think light-up wands). 
Oh, and the disco parties: Held post-perfor- 
mance two Thursdays a month, they’re free 
for audience members. 

“This show is a great representation of 
the newer Broadway works were looking to 
produce,” says Brindisi. Since he assumed 
the role of President as well as Artistic 
Director two years ago, he is consciously 
working to inject new energy into the the- 
atre complex to attract new, and younger, 
audiences. Shows he’s eager to snap up as 
soon as they become available include Mary 
Poppins, Little Mermaid and Mamma Mia. 
Family fun, for sure, but far from yet-another 
rerun of The Sound of Music. 

He’s also aware that “if you have 90,000 
square feet on your hands, you've got 

to be more than just a theater. 

“Now we offer live music, cor- 

porate, birthday and holi- 
day parties, and Stevie 
Ray’s Comedy Club, 

% which is packed ev- 
| ©) ery weekend with 
dd young, new faces 
who've never been to 
a musical here." But 
they will soon, if mar- 


keting goes as planned. 

In line with audience development, 
Brindisi has paid mind to food devel- 
opment, too. A new chef is on board, 
overseen by Brindisi himself (“I’m 
Italian, so I know about food”), who 
has introduced new bread from New 
French Bakery and upgraded coffee 
products, in order to create favorable 
first and last impressions for dinner 
guests—‘like the opening lines and 
the curtain call of a show. I tell the 
kitchen staff, "The show begins at 
6 o'clock, not at eight." Thus, a 
new salad of field greens, not 
iceberg, Angus  beefsteak 
("costs us more but it's so 
much better"), and a com- 
pletely revised wine list. 

Okay, a final ques- 
tion: What, exactly, does 
the word “Xanadu” mean? 
Claims Brindisi, “To create 
art and fall in love." Who am 
Ito argue? Bring it on! [1 


Á 


Xanadu 

June 1 - September 29 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 
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Messy Gieuseppe, Potter's Pasties. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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Food 


BEN 

There's no better way to 
celebrate summer than with 
the perfect pairing of local 
beer and local food! The 
Beer Dabbler is teaming 
up with Twin Cities Pride 
to host a celebration of 20 
local breweries and 20 local 
food trucks at Twin Cities 
Pride on June 22. This is 
the first time such an intel- 
ligent pairing of breweries 
and food trucks has been 
made, and the inclusion of 
local breweries and trucks 
makes this event a true 
celebration of Minnesota. 
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Arts 


Summer in the Twin Cities is 
bookended by art. Kicking off the 
season in mid-May is Art-A-Whirl 
in Northeast Minneapolis and the 
first weekend in August brings us 
the art triumvirate of the Uptown 
Art Fair, Loring Park Art Festival, 
and Powderhorn Art Fair. Not 
only separated by two months of 
steamy summer, the two weekend 
art events are also clearly horses 
of a different color. All events are 
free and open to the public, but the 
first event is a sprawling experi- 
ence that wends its way through- 
out Northeast Minneapolis while 
the second set in August promises 
amore concentrated art experi- 
ence, just spread out between 
three locales in Minneapolis. Each 
has its own flavor and draw. None 
are to be missed. 


17th Annual Art-A-Whirl 
May 18-20 

Northeast Minneapolis 
www.nemaa.org/art-a-whirl 


Sponsored by the Northeast 
Minneapolis Arts Association 
(NEMAA), Art-A-Whirl is the larg- 
est open-studio tour in the country. 
It’s a great opportunity to tour 
private artist studios and galler- 
ies, connect with the artists, and 
purchase original artwork. Prepare 
to tour more than 50 locations 
throughout Northeast Minneapo- 
lis, including studio buildings, art 
galleries, homes, storefronts, busi- 
nesses, and restaurants. 


49th Annual Uptown Art Fair 
August 3-5 

Lake St and Hennepin Ave, 
Minneapolis 
uptownartfair.com 


An average of 375,000 people at- 
tend the Uptown Art Fair annually, 
making it second only to the Min- 
nesota State Fair in statewide event 
attendance. Concentrated on Lake, 
Hennepin, and "Тће Mall," Uptown 
is ripe with professional works of 
art ranging from limited editions to 
one-of-a-kind treasures in each of 12 
media including sculpture, painting, 
ceramics, jewelry, mixed media, 
and more by over 350 artists from 
around the world. 


13th Annual Loring Park 
Art Festival 

August 4-5 

Loring Park, 
Minneapolis 
loringparkartfestival.com 


Set in this beautiful urban, 
tree-lined park, booths 

line the walkway and are 
surrounded by the tranquil 
pond, treating its guests to 
a virtual outdoor gallery of 
the best work being created. 
This festival features juried 
artwork thus assuring the 
highest quality provided by 
140 artists in all media. 


21st Annual Powderhorn 
Art Fair 

August 4-5 

Powderhorn Park, 
Minneapolis 
powderhornartfair.com 


Powderhorn Art Fair, one 

of the finest juried regional 
art fairs in the country, 
celebrates artistic expression 
and community engagement. 
Set in a pastoral, 66-acre 

city park, Powderhorn Art 
Fair features 184 regional 
and national artists of varied 
disciplines, as well as a Com- 
munity Showcase and Group 
Exhibitors from the Powder- 
horn area. 


For even greater ease in your 
art enjoyment in August, art 
lovers can download a Metro 
Transit Art Pass for free 
rides on Aug. 4-5. The pass 
can be used to take a bus or light 
rail from home or a nearby Park & 
Ride lot to all three fairs. The pass 
is also valid for travel between the 
three fairs, allowing art fair visitors 
to avoid parking hassles and traffic 
delays. For help planning a trip 

on Metro Transit to any of the art 
fairs, call 612-373-3333 to speak with 


a transit representative or use the interactive 
Trip Planner at www.metrotransit.org. 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes and Andy Lien 
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(From top) Feist. Photo by Mary Rozzi; Rufus Wainwright. Photo by Barry J. Holmes; 
Emmylou Harris. Photo by Jack Spencer 
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Tickets for all shows are sold at 
all Ticketmaster locations, online | 
at www.ticketmaster.com, and at | 
The Electric Fetus. For a full list | 
of musical acts and more infor- | 
mation, visit www.mnzoo.com/ : 
musicinthezoo. Get your tickets 
today for what promises to be a | 
wild and rocking concert series! 


24 | LAVENDER | MAY 17-30, 20 


А 


Music 


(Clockwise from top) Scissor Sisters; Dave Matthews Band, Роћса; and An Horse. 
Photos courtesy of Paradigm 


To read more about 
the River's Edge Music 
Festival, check out 

the other 25 bands 
scheduled to perform, 
and buy tickets: www. 
riversedgemusicfesti- 
val.com. 
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gege TWIN CITIES 
SUMMER 2012 OUT Twin Cities Film Festival | 
IN THE OUT Twin Cities Film Festival is Min- | E | L M E EST МА L 


nesota's LGBTQ Film Festival. The 3rd ! РА 
CITIES Annual celebration of film includes local, i N WINCITIESFILMFEST.COM 
national, and international films and | 8E н ыы ы эд. 
или guests for your enjoyment and enrich- | Ў 
ment. Taking place May 31 - June 3 at NC ECC ез@езезе 


St. Anthony Main Theatre in Minneapo- 


P Ф Тац Lien lis, the Festival highlights numerous | е; 


athleen Watson feature-length films as well as a whole | ) i 
smattering of shorts. Highlighted here | |" 
E are five significant must-see films, but | | (ай A 
be ipi to visit Aa E | — — 
e or more ee and trailers to | H oLtywoop 
whet your appetite. | C/oLLYWOOD 
Hollywood to Dollywood gU 
Directed by John Lavin * U.S.A. • 
2011 ¢ 79 mins 
Saturday, June 2 at 7:00PM 
Gun Hill Road 


Directed by Rashaad Ernesto Green * U.S.A. • 2011 • 86 mins 
Friday, June 1 at 7:30PM 


Love Free or Die 
Directed by Macky Alston • U.S.A. • 2011 • 88 mins 
Friday, June 1 at 5PM 


Inspired: The Voices Against Prop 8 
Directed by Charlie Gage • U.S.A. • 
2011 • 89 mins 

Thursday, May 31 at 5:00PM 


America's Most Unwanted 
Directed by Shani Heckman • U.S.A. • 2012 * 22 mins 
Thursday, May 31 at 7:30PM 
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65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
wilderoastcafe.com 


llow us on Facebook! facebook.com/w 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 

Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 


Solutions 
for your 
specific 
needs. 


Start here. 

Professional guidance can help you 
achieve your financial goals. Whether you 
are single or in a committed relationship, 
now is the time to start working with a 
financial professional who understands 
your personal needs. Contact me today. 


Adam Elg 

Financial Representative 
301 Carlson Pkwy #300, 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
(952) 258-5032 
aelg@minneapolis.nef.com 


New England Financial 
A MetLife Company 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY ©2011 PNTS 
©2011 MetLife. L0412250875[exp0413][IA. MN] 


We've redesigned the store and filled it 


with new treasures for home and garden! 


952.474.91 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


Food Trucks 


Trying to keep track of all these food trucks is sur- 
prisingly similar to playing whack-a-mole. Every time I 
think I’ve got them all down, there’s another one! I look 
in one direction and three others appear behind me. 
They’re everywhere! 


The trucks mostly stick together in downtown Minneapolis, 
mainly along Marquette Avenue, or in downtown St. Paul, at Rice or 
Mears Park. On special days St. Paul has a few Food Truck Courts 
(follow them on Twitter with #FoodTruckCourt) the original on 
Wednesdays, another on Mondays, the Capitol Truck Brigade and 
a brand spanking new gathering in downtown St. Paul just off Kel- 
logg and Robert that they are calling Lunch by the River. Most of 
the trucks gathered here are either new or had a late start last year. 

The trucks include Messy Giuseppe, Neato’s Burgers, the Cave 
Café, Home Street Home, A Cupcake Social and Potter's Pasties. 

The pasties are the veterans. Cornish pies are packed with vari- 
ous meat offerings that range from traditional steak and potatoes to 
more creative offerings like a slow roasted duck or Thai red curry 
vegetarian (56-8.) My favorite items from these kids are the sausage 
roll, sweet Italian sausage and gooey cheese inside their crispy crust 
(56), and a Vietnamese iced coffee. Owner Alex Duncan used to live 
in Vietnam and longed for proper Vietnamese coffee, spiked with 
condensed milk. “I live on these,” he said. For only $3, I could, too. 

Neato’s Burgers was partially inspired by the loss of Porky’s 
Drive In. Truck owners Tony Guiterrez and Neal Lenzmeier, self- 
described “good Midway boys,” were saddened by the loss of the 
neighborhood institution, known for their burgers. The two knew 
they wanted to do a truck, so why not fill the void of a great drive-in 
style burger? Alongside the meat treat, they added some duck fat 
fried fresh French fries. When dunked in the fresh aioli sauce, they 
are life-altering in a way that only the simplest foods can be. 

The Cave Café is described as Afro-Italian fusion food. Chef Ted- 
dy whips up a variety of curries, gyros, spinach tibise, wraps, sand- 
wiches, and burgers. The portions are ginormous and the vibrant 
curry is a great way to wake up a snoozy palate. Served with hot pita 
wedges, it’s only as hot as the diner requests it. (I went super hot, 
and the hot sauce served with it was phenomenal.) 

A Cupcake Social brings an elegant little bit of sass to the party. 


‘op Staring ` Lon) 
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Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Now many have declared the cupcake trend dead. It had a good life, 
beginning somewhere around Carrie Bradshaw visiting Magnolia fif- 
teen hairdos ago. Still, is it ever really wrong to love just a little cake? 
These cupcakes are not to be dismissed. The flavors change weekly, 
so there’s always something new to try. The cake is beautifully tex- 
tured, deliciously moist and the butter cream frosting is wonderfully 
buttery. They walk the frosted line between sweet and saccha- > 

Continued on page 30 
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Minnesota’s New 
Wine Destination 


Wine a Spirits 


Mention this ad for 


10% off 


<a any “Bom ber” 

ho | bottle sizes 2202 

ШШЩ through 750ml 
throughout May! 


„Great Selection of Beer "А 


Sign up for the hottest wine 
e-newsletter in town 
by texting “sorella” to 22828. 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 


1010 Washington Avenue South 


Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts 
Free Garage Parking! 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 


LORING KITCHEN BAR 
PATIO DAYS 


HAVE LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
SCORE YOUR SEATS TODAY 


www.LoniNcKrrcHEN.coM * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


PATIO HAPPY HOUR 
3-5PM MONDAY-FRIDAY 


www.frenchmeadowcafe.com 
2610 Lyndale Avenue $ | 612.870.7855 


F ~ 
OFFICIAL 2012 


Living Green = 
IGROCERS Mj 


GC us for our4* ee Plant & Garden sale 
Saturday, May 19 • 10 A.M. -4P.M. 
South Parking Lot 


FEATURING: 
Organic starter plants from Gardens of Eagan 
Organic compost from Cowsmo'5 Compost 
Gardens of Eagan blend potting soil 
Shred-it! will be here from 10:00 A.M.-Noon to shred documents* 


More gardening supplies inside the store 


*Limit: 2 boxes/household 
THE d 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


Our Exsertise. 
Mintáhoe 
CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, 'Best Catered Event? 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 
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Ge <= 
Corner Cafe 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast е 
& Late Night Dining 


3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 


Check out our 


Weekday 
Jakeenos.com 
Lunch & Dinner 


Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
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rine with expert ease. Suzette Herr and 
Jess Stone are two talented ladies. They 
also do catering and, oh, look at that-it's 
the very beginning of wedding season. Do 
with that information what you will. 

Home Street Home's truck is the lead- 
er of this new food court. Their truck spe- 
cializes in scratch cooking using sustainable 
foods. The grass-fed burger is a specialty, 
and anything featuring some of their braised 
meats is worth at least one order. The crowd- 
pleaser is the simple goo-a-licious grilled 


cheese, spiked with a sweet-tart raspberry 
jalepeno jam. Destiny Buron, who co-owns 
the truck with Daniel Kidd, says that the 
trucks collected at the new food court were 
all relatively new to the scene and that they 
mostly work with local ingredients when 
possible. She's clearly passionate about sus- 
tainable, responsibly raised foods. 

Parked across from the Mississippi Riv- 
er with plenty of space to sit, eat, and savor 
the musicians that have joined this crew, 
it's an idyllic summer picnic. 


AkESOCIAL.COM 


wa 
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OTHER TRUCKS OF NOTE: 

There are so many that are so good, 
but one of the stand out veterans that 
needs to be experienced is Sameh 
Wadi’s World Street Kitchen. Fol- 
low them on Twitter at @eatwsk1. The 
Yummy bowl is a pile of tasty, luscious, 
loveliness and must be savored. Keep an 
eye out for Mayor Ryback-this is one of 
his favorite lunch time spots. 

The truck I’m most excited to see 
this season isn’t out just yet. Foxy > 

Continued on page 31 


Wine bar f cafe 


А, 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 


roast|~ 
l 


1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
с ж шшш ле (612) 922-9192 We сап ship your order! 
415 №. 15T ST. - MINNEAPOLIS info@vinaigrettemn.com 


Hours: Tu-TH & SUN. 5-11PM 


FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT ww w.vinaigrettemn.com 


Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


5 AREE ид woe _ 


TUM RUP тна 


Carly and Lote flight Happy Hour Takeout Available ` Gift Certificates Available 
1221 W. Lake Street 612-824-1378 wuw.tumrupthai.com - 


Hennepin 67 West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


| it's that simple. 


EN 


“№ 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Falafel should make her debut any day now. Her falafel induces — of thing I dream about on long winter nights. Add in a little kombucha 
swooning among vegetarians and carnivores alike. Her wholly satis- ога bike-pedal-powered smoothie, and you'll feel heartily quenched 
fying sandwiches, spiked with her house-made pickles, are the sort down to your soul. 


New restaurants of 2012 continue to pop up. The last two weeks saw the entrance of George and the Dragon 
in the old Blackbird building – a Public House serving plenty of taps and comforting foods with an English 
bent. Look for a daily curry, bangers and mash, and fish and chips. 


The long awaited arrival of the Devil’s Advocate in the old Inn/Hell’s Kitchen space. Owned by Erik 
Forsberg who used to have the Ugly Mug, they have an impressive amount of taps and aim to educate 


the public on beer the way some of the better sommeliers do with wine. The food? Meatballs in all their 
variations and glory. 


Harriet Brassiere opened in the old Firehouse in Linden Hills which was once Café Twenty-Eight. They're 
only serving brunch for now, but they will be open all day once the liquor license is finalized. The brunch is 
ambitious, full of fresh, local, from-the-backyard produce. So far standouts are the chilled pea soup and a 
life-changing savory scone. 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 
• Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries kK 
• Second Parent Adoptions * Domestic Partnerships par 


* Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 
* Business Law * Bankruptcy tavern 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


Two Happy Ho 
7 days а weel 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 


simpLy Beyond the ordinary." 
dette 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 

E PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 

ki ` 

= 253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 у d For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events T EE 

= З ҸСС Ó www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Е Free parking. 
Glose t the eal етегдујеепсее Was @тазлуауд! Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


EE | 651.222!3100 || 
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REVIEW | John Townsend 


GENDER-BENDING 
HISTORICAL 


MASTERPIECE 
By Local Playwright 


Finally Gets First 


Local Staging 


а { r P 
- - 
A 


Compleat Female Stage Beauty. Photo by Dan Norman 


LOCAL PLAYWRIGHT Jeffrey Hatcher’s 
1999 historical masterpiece, Compleat Fe- 
male Stage Beauty, is one of the best plays 
ever written about life in the theater, not to 
mention that its insights about gender and 
sexuality are mind-blowing. It was also made 
into a powerful 2004 film titled Stage Beau- 
ty for which Hatcher wrote the screenplay. 
Oddly enough, CFSB has never been pro- 
duced locally, though it has enjoyed success- 
ful productions elsewhere. 

Thankfully, Hatcher’s Restoration period 


gem will finally be staged because of the 
first-rate, small theater company, Walking 
Shadow, at the Theatre Garage. Thought- 
provoking producer/director John Heim- 
buch enjoys the challenge with CFSB's 
“very specific historical period with lavish 
costumes, makeup and wigs, big cast, and 
an intricate story that requires very care- 
ful staging with special focus on recreating 
historical acting styles and staging. We were 
drawn to its themes of performance and 
identity in the context of a historical era. It 


just happens to be a favorite theme of Walk- 
ing Shadow and mine, in particular.” 
Historically, Americans of today’s Citi- 
zens United era might generally relate to 
the mentality that leads up to CFSB’s con- 
flict, given the discombobulating influence 
of the Christian Right/Tea Party/Corporat- 
ist coalition on American politics. In 1642, at 
the onset of the English Civil War, aka The 
Puritan Revolution, zealous Puritan milita- 
rist-politician, Oliver Cromwell, closed the 
theaters. Puritans stigmatized playhouses 
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as havens of vice, sin, and permissiveness 
that could open the floodgates of the imagi- 
nation, on a par with whorehouses. Up to this 
time of theater closings, women had not been 
allowed to act on the English stage, therefore 
men portrayed the women’s roles. (Indeed, 
this cross-gender aspect would have surely 
repulsed Puritan sensibilities.) 

In 1661, when Charles II returned from 
exile on the continent, the monarchy was 
restored, hence the beginning of what’s 
known as the ‘Restoration Period’. The the- 
aters were re-opened after two decades, and 
thanks to Charles, the ‘men on stage only’ 
rule that had been the order of the day be- 
fore Cromwell’s edict, was done away with. 
(Recall that Shakespeare productions during 
his lifetime had all male casts.) 

Thanks to Charles II, women could now 
act on public stages. The term ‘actress’ 
came into usage. It was not only a shift to- 
ward greater equality between the genders 
and a new socio-economic opportunity for 
certain women, but a shift toward a more re- 
alistic theater. 

But for every political gain there is a loss. 
And that loss was felt by men who had built 
careers on playing women’s roles and had 
kept in practice beneath the radar during 
the Puritan era. CFSB imagines how Edward 
‘Ned’ Kynaston, one such actor who actually 
did exist and enjoyed great success, might 
have come to terms with this socio-gender 
upheaval. Diarist Samuel Pepys wrote that 
Kynaston was “the prettiest woman in the 
house” and “the handsomest man.” 

Wade Vaughn, who plays Kynaston, sees 
him as “a man who has devoted his entire 
life to perfecting the ‘stage beauty’. So much 
so, that all of his power, his celebrity, life 
and future on the stage, is dependent upon 
his ability to be convincing as a woman. Un- 
fortunately, he has to assume the character 
off stage as well. The King (Erik Hoover) re- 
marks "Т don't make the distinction between 
the part and its player’. Two upper class la- 
dies (Anika Reitman and Katie Kaufmann) 
ask him out for a stroll after his performance 
on the condition that he keep his ‘appearance 
as is'. His lover, the Duke (Gabriel Murphy) 
can only make love to him as ‘Desdemona’ 
(the doomed wife of Shakespeare's Othello), 
his entire life must be turned over to the 


Unfortunately, as 
Vaughn observes, 
“when the King out- 
laws male actors 
playing female roles 
he's left without a 
job and really with- 
out an identity. The 
Duke offers Ned the 
advice to ‘change 
what you do... 


*woman' he has created. But it's also his 
source of livelihood and his art. I think it's 
this devotion to what he's accomplished that 
allows Ned to live in this arrangement." 

Unfortunately, as Vaughn observes, 
“when the King outlaws male actors playing 
female roles he's left without a job and really 
without an identity. The Duke offers Ned the 
advice to ‘change what you do...what we do 
is what we are, take that away and what are 
we?' How can we truly be ourselves if we've 
been defined by what we do? And how can 
we make a break from something that was, in 
essence, us? Should we have to? Ned's Des- 
demona is still Ned. If Ned played Romeo, 
would that suddenly make him a man? In his- 
tory Ned did play male roles, and quite well, 
but in our play he says there's no artistry in 
playing a man'. Ned doesn't see 'Man' and 
"Woman" he understands there has to be a 
duality in order to understand either sex, at 
least as far as acting is concerned. He tells 
Samuel Pepys (Matt Sciple) ‘you see a man 
through the mirror of a woman through the 
mirror of a man - take one of those reflect- 
ing glasses away and it doesn't work.' So the 
challenge for me has been to navigate these 
contradictions with Ned. We are a society 
that is all about labels and definitions and 
I can't imagine I'm the only one who's ever 
asked themselves ‘who am I?” 

Jane Froiland plays the actress who es- 
sentially usurps Kynaston's position. She 
says ^we know that Margaret Hughes broke 
through what was arguably one of the first 
glass ceilings in existence to become the first 


stage actress in England. However, in this 
play Margaret imitates the 'actresses' that 
came before her, making her a woman imitat- 
ing a man playing a woman. Or as I'm calling 
it, fun house mirror acting. Ironically it takes 
the coaching of Kynaston, the man she re- 
placed on stage to help her let go of her ‘wom- 
anly' affectations and simply be a woman. In a 
larger sense, I think that's what the play is re- 
ally about, the breakdown of illusions in favor 
of becoming who we really are." 

Surely, the King's return and persona set 
the tone for change after two decades of Pu- 
ritanism. Hoover reflects “Charles has just 
been crowned, so I think there's an exuber- 
ance at court and in London that infuses him, 
but I think there are some political forces at 
work that probably influenced Charles's de- 
cision. He's definitely possessed of a keen 
political intellect despite being a bit lacking 
in artistic sensibility. Sure, Charles is a mer- 
curial spirit and I think a large part of his de- 
cision is born out of a desire to experiment 
and rebel against established societal and 
political forces, but it certainly helps him in 
other ways by keeping his political foes off 
balance. He's not a Machiavellian charac- 
ter, however, because I don't think he sees 
Nell Gwynn (Adelin Phelps) -whom I think 
he genuinely loves- or Margaret Hughes as 
pawns. Being King is a game to be played on 
many levels but he doesn't play maliciously." 

Hatcher reminds us that just because we 
live in a Post-Sexual Revolution period, we 
still have much to gain by inquiring into sex- 
ual and gender history of centuries past. So 
next time you insist that the term 'actor' be 
used as a gender-neutral term for men and 
women on stage, consider that the term 'ac- 
tress’ represented a seismic shift for women's 
right to selfdetermination. Not to mention, 
that centuries before today's drag queens, 
male actors manifested female personae with 
a scrupulousness that disturbed Puritans 
just as much as trans folk and drag queens 
beguile Puritanical types now. O 


Compleat Female Stage Beauty 

Through June 2 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage, 711 W. Frank- 
lin Av., Mpls. 

(800) 838-3006 
www.walkingshadowcompany.org 
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The Wr within/All's Well. Photo by Dominique Serrand 


THE WAR WITHIN/ALL'S WELL 

Through June 10 

Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 343-3390 

www.ticketworks.com 

For much of the 30 years of its duration, the Tony-winning Theatre de 
la Jeune Lune was on a par with the Guthrie, Penumbra, and the Children’s 
Theatres as the créme de la créme of Twin Cities playhouses. Since its 
closing four years ago Jeune Lune’s distinctive actors, masters of a physical 
comedy style imprinted by Jeune Lune’s Lecoq-trained founders, have continued 
to evolve that aesthetic among themselves and with other local actors. They have 
also been sharply attuned to social issues. 

Since last year former Jeune Lune Artistic Director and Co-Founder 
Dominique Serrand has been co-developing a piece that takes on an issue 
that both major presidential candidates and parties don't want you to look at 
too closely or deeply: war. However, The War Within/All's Fair doesn't portray 
war from a front line or political view, but from its germination in the human 
subconscious. 

The idea is that the discord we individually nurse within ourselves ripples 
into dissonance and even chaos around us. Therefore, if we cannot put right 
the turbulence within ourselves, and be present to unfettered calm and stillness 
within our own autonomous selves, can we really then still the turbulence 
sweeping throughout the world? Hence, when countries are at war, to what 
degree are they acting out their own population's collective unconscious? In 
other words, the composite of everyone's individual subconscious. 

This project started at the U of M with improvisations led by Jeune Lune 
veterans Steve Epp, Nathan Keepers, and Serrand. It came out of what Serrand 
says was "the horrific and lamentable dialogue on the web and on the waves, 
on just about every topic, from the questioning of Obama's birth certificate 
to the persecution of immigrants. Notwithstanding the marathon of religious 
extremists, all more Christians than Christ(like), acting as the great authority on 
marriage, women's rights, and so on." 

Now, the second phase of that U of M process can be seen at the Southern 
Theater with additional dialogue by Cory Hinkle and direction by Serrand. The 
ensemble includes Jon Ferguson who has found the experience to be, as he puts 
it, "very exciting. My character (is) the boss that everyone's had at some point in 
their lives, that they would love to murder. He bullies, manipulates, undermines, 


all for control. He battles every 
day to keep control but all the 
while there's someone 'upstairs 
with more power. So ultimately 
he's no more important than 
any of the others." 

In describing his invention 
of someone new, ensemble 
member Keepers shares "as 
an actor it's always fun to 
create the character but it's a 
different beast in a show like 
this. You're in charge. You're 
responsible, more so than in 
other shows, for carving out 
that person's individual world. 
And it has to be so transparent 
and sharp. We have to say ‘we 
know that person'. On top of 
it, the theme of stupidity is a 
pleasure of mine. Not being 
stupid or dumb, but maybe 
saying something awful, like 
we hear every day from some 
jackass on television or the 
bus. That public stupidity 
we're all subject to right now. 
Finding the character's own 
personal logic. It's a lot of fun." 


, 


The Origin(s) Project. Photo by 
Charissa Uemura 


THE ORIGIN(S) PROJECT 
May 31 - June 9 
Dreamland Arts, 677 Ham- 
line Av., St. Paul 
(651) 645-5506 
www.dreamlandarts.org 
You may know Katie 
Hae Leo and Sun Mee 
Chomet from their first rate 
stage performances, but they 
are also notable playwrights. 
Leo's Four Destinies is a 
compelling satire on adoption, 
sensitive to queer issues, and 
Chomet's Asiamnesia was 
named Best New Script by the 
Star Tribune in '08. They have 
now gone on to combine both 
their acting and writing talents 
in the examination of their 
unique experiences as Korean 


adoptees. Leo, from not 
having found her birth family; 
Chomet, from having found 
one's birth family. 

Leo says that her piece 
titled N/A “explores three 
health crises I've faced in 
recent years and how my 
attempts to understand why 
they were happening to me 
meld me to the brick wall 
that is my unknown history. 
As an adoptee who has not 
found my birth family, I am 
forced to speculate on where 
certain genetic diseases come 
from. In the piece, I took this 
a step further and created far- 
fetched mystical mythologies 
to explain their origins. I based 
these origin myths on real 
Korean stories and events. 

So I guess I’m trying to blur 
the line between fact and 
fiction when it comes to the 
mythology of one’s body.” 
“On a more practical level, the 
stories I tell also touch upon 
the modern-day experience 

of navigating our health 
system. As a woman and 
person of color with no known 
genetic history, I often felt 
like a curiosity to doctors 

who were trying to figure 

out why I was having certain 
problems. In fact, more than 
one doctor initially dismissed 
symptoms that were later 
accurately diagnosed by 
other doctors, with my first 
doctors suggesting that I was 
simply imagining things. I 
think this feeling is common 
for many women, that sense 
that you are Cassandra from 
the Greek myth, spewing 

out informations with no one 
believing you. It goes back to 
the old diagnosis of ‘hysteria’ 
for women’s menstruation.” 
Sun Mee’s How To Be A Korean 
Woman “investigates the 
expectations I was met with 
when I found my Korean birth 
family. I was raised in the US by 
a far-left feminist mother who 
raised me to be an absolute 
tomboy. My American mother 
proudly encouraged те > 
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Midwest Premiere! 


Chan Aas Sen 
А te пне 


952-934-1525 800-362-3515 


JOMAMA JONES’ 


RADIATE | 


LIVE! 


June 14th • 7:30 PM 
Reception: 6:30 PM 


Pillsbury House Theatre 
3501 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Tickets: 612-825-0459 
Discount Code: LavenderNight (Lavender Night price $12) 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 
https: //web.ovationtix.com /tts/pr/899795 /prm /LavenderNight 
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Your connection to GLBT... 
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1 News @) Events У] Drawings 


Sign up today! ба 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com and look for the E-Newsletter sign up at the top of our website. 


% *Twin Cities 
A "- men's chorus 


TAINM 
мтеб SNF Wo ` 
ж“ RTH oR! 
COMING out Е 


Q SE Ж 2463 
Im I > 


WF" 


Ze 


THEY SANG TO ME 
Friday-Saturday, June 22—23, 8 pm 


Ted Mann Concert Hall 


Don't miss the highlight of Pride weekend: Dr. Stan Hill's final 
concert with the Chorus. Stan has gathered some profoundly 
beautiful music that will stir your soul and tug at your heart strings 
for his farewell to Minnesota. 


What will be the final number Stan will conduct? 
There's only one way to find out — get your tickets today! 


Tickers: tickets.umn.edu or 612-624-2345 
tcgmc.org mic wën LAVENDER 
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SPOTLIGHT 


away from wearing dresses and 
refused to purchase make-up 
and Barbies for me because 
of their sexist representation 
of women. She wanted me 
to be fiercely independent, 
outspoken, and fearless.” 
“Conversely, the women in 
my Korean birth family I found 
to be at the polar opposite 
end of the spectrum. They 
were horrified by my lack of 
feminine grooming, which is 
considered essential in Korea’s 
historically patriarchal and 
conservative society. Much 
of my time reuniting with 
them was spent with their 
attempts to ‘fix me’, make me 
look like Га never left Korea, 
and essentially feminize me 
according to Korea’s societal 
standards. Attempting to 
navigate both ideas of gender, 
as an adult, continues to be 
a challenge. Mostly because 
I know both strong opinions 
come from women who 
equally believe they are 
expressing love towards me. 
But in many ways they are 
confining me. Essentially, they 
are both clouding the road of 
me defining my own identity 
with their fixed images of what 
it means to be a woman.” 


CRIMES OF THE HEART 
Through June 10 
Bloomington Civic Theatre, 
1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., 
Bloomington 
(952) 563-8575 
www.bloomingtoncivicthe- 
atre.org 

Director Wendy Lehr says 
Beth Henley’s 1982 Pulitzer 
Prize-winning comedy “is -at 
heart- a play about family. The 
three Magrath sisters and 
their vituperative cousin, Chick 
(Billie Jo Konze) share a painful 
history. The sisters reunite 
by way of an extraordinary 
circumstance – Babe (Erin 
Mae Johnson) who has just 
shot her husband and middle 
sister, Meg (Lindsay Marcy), 
comes home for the first time 
in five years with all kinds of 
baggage. The play takes place 
on eldest sister Lenny’s (Tracie 
Hodgdon) birthday, October 
23, 1974, possibly symbolic of 


the re-birthday ahead for all the 
sisters.” 

When you see the 
play, bear in mind, as the 
director points out, that 
“the ’70s were not the '608. 
The summer of love was 
long gone and the national 
naivete regarding the 
unimpeachability of the 
president came crashing to an 
end. But the '60s movements 
created new freedoms and 
the ’70s hinted at the need for 
responsibility.” 

Lehr describes “the style is 
in the grand tradition of 20th 
Century Southern writers. 

In the South, family roots go 
deep and opinions are not 
often withheld. Attention 

to detail creates flashes of 
understanding, often to great 
comic effect. For example: 
Babe: .. Зће 5 turning into Old 
Grandmama. 

Meg: You think so? 

Babe: More and more. Do 

you know she’s taken to wearing 
Old Grandmama’s torn sunhat 
and her green garden gloves? 
Meg: Those old lime green ones? 
Babe: Yeah; she works out in the 
garden wearing the lime green 
gloves of a dead woman. Imagine 
wearing those gloves on your 
hands. 

In five lines we get 
information, insight, poetry, 

a laugh and a chill. To me, 

an exchange like this is very 
reminiscent of the short 
stories of Eudora Welty – 
another native, as is Henley, of 
Mississippi where Crimes of the 
Heart is set. Probably the most 
seismic incident in the play 

is why Babe tried to kill her 
husband. Without a full spoiler 
alert it has to do with her 
defending a black teenager. 
Her sister responds “I didn’t 
even know you were a liberal.” 


AN ABSOLUTE TURKEY 

(LE DINDON) 

Through June 17 

Gremlin Theatre, 2400 Uni- 

versity Av., St. Paul 

(888) 71-TICKETS 

www.gremlin-theatre.org 
He may not be as well 

known to the average educated 

American as other European 


Keigwin + Company. Photo by Matthew Murphy 


playwrights like Henrik Ibsen and Anton Chekhov, but Georges Feydeau (1862- 
1921) is regarded as one of world theater’s great masters of farce. His complex 
twists and turns were considered light fare during the time he wrote, the Belle 
Epoque, a vibrant period glorified in Woody Allen’s recent film gem, Midnight 
in Paris and in Ernest Hemingway’s memoir sketches, A Moveable Feast. Those 
were the decades before World War I, when the Moulin Rouge and Folies 
Bergere helped define Paris as the world capitol of sensuality and fun. To this 
very day, puritanical Americans are thrown to stigmatize France as a den of 
iniquity and decadence, and the Belle Epoque reinforced that stereotype. That 
stigma has been embraced even in recent years by big-spending, pro-war 
Americans who raged over France’s reticence to join us in the Iraq War. 
Remember ‘Freedom Fries’? 

Though Feydeau is best known on these shores for A Flea in Her Ear 
(1907), St. Paul’s Gremlin Theatre took notice of An Absolute Turkey which was 
commissioned by London’s esteemed Globe Theatre translated from Feydeau’s 
Le Dindon (1896). It’s always a good thing when lesser known, well written works 
by major writers get their chance to shine. 

Director Brian Balcom, a masterful director of boldly sexual plays calls 
Feydeau’s classic “a hilarious sex farce about the indiscretions of the affluent 
Parisian lifestyle. Feydeau’s plays are about lust and the insanities it produces 
as the humor relies on characters who pursue their desires with a complete 
disregard for decency. It is this blind passion that drives them into such complex 
and chaotic quagmires. For being written at the turn of the century, the play is 
rather even-handed when it comes to sexual exploits. The female characters are 
just as advantageous as the men. No one is without desire or misdeed.” 


KEIGWIN + COMPANY 
June 1&2 
Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 206-3600 
www.thecowlescenter.org 
Choreographer Larry Keigwin’s dance troupe is known for its way of revealing 
erotic power beneath the power suits of their native New York City. High rise 
office temples by day, the underground party scene by night. Keigwin was 
associate choreographer for the Radio City Rockettes and Off-Broadway’s The Wild 
Party. Over the past few years he has choreographed the American Conservatory 
Theater’s Tales of the City in San Francisco and the Off-Broadway revival of Rent. 
At the Cowles, the Keigwin troupe’s presentation will include Mattress Suite, 
six short dances that explore human sexuality and the yearning for love; Runaway, 
which was inspired by the fashion scene, and Megalopolis, which imagines club 
culture in a futuristic city. Given his notable theatre choreography in work that 
addresses the human body and its relationship to Eros, you can be sure that 
Kegwin’s Minnesota debut will push the boundaries. And we like that up here. O 
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HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


presents 


TANDING 


HA, 
THE GAY MARRIAGE PLAYS 


voy MO Gaffney Jordan Harrison Jeffrey Hatcher 
Moisés Kaufman Joe Keenan Neil LoBute 
= Vendy Macleod Jose Riverd Poul Rudnick 
КО) ` Doug Wright. An us 


DIRECTED BY WENDY KNOX 


MAY 31 - JUNE 16 


New Century Theatre • 615 Hennepin Ave * Street Level 


BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 GROUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.455.9501 
IN PERSON: New Century Theatre Box Office (no fees) 


or any Ticketmaster outlet 


L САО 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org ae SC 
E 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST FRANK. PRIDE SES 
ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES * NEW CENTURY eee ON HENNEPIN MORE INFO 


; Soin} 
A 1 22 eg 2 Ge Got 211 
A EECH tropics to the 


THURSDAY 


JUNE 7 


5:30 – 9:00 PM 


Solera • 900 Hennepin Ave. 


Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 
Cash Bar 
Register to WIN Great Prizes 


/ Visit booths from TC Pride, HRC, Minnesotans United, 

гт тесме, Gay Softball World Series апа other local 

nonprofits to find out the great events going on this 
Pride and over the summer. 


~ нозт ORGANIZATIONS: 
-HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, All God’s Children MCC, PFund 


Lavender & CRAVE invite you to 


Legende Pdo Creativa 


Presented by Ameriprise CD 109 MEDICA. 
SUNDAY 
JUNE 24 • 9 AM – End of Pride Parade 


CRAVE • 825 Hennepin Ave. 


It’s the place to be to view the GLBT Pride Parade and enjoy a first-class brunch! 


No need to fight for a window seat. Weill have the parade simulcast on all the video monitors throughout both levels of CRAVE. 


ADMISSION: $25 in advance • $35 at door e 
Ticket information at www. мамаа Ameriprise & | US MEDICA 
Ticket proceeds benefit: > ____МИММЕЗОТАНУ 


UNITED 7" LENDER “<< CRAVE 


Lavender: 2012 


Orr ta «te. ©1125 


Presented by Ameriprise Є 109 MEDICA 


Financial 


TUESDAY 
AUGUST 14 • 7:10 PM 


Minnesota Twins vs. Detroit Tigers 
Target Field • Minneapolis 


' GAME PARTY TO FOLLOW 


Enjoy the game in a reserved section with 1,000 of 
your closest friends, including athletes in town for 
the 2012 National Gay Softball World Series. 


EV T TICKETS ARE $40 
= your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


Т INCLUDES: 
Great view of the game • Post-game Party • OUT in the Stands T-shirt 


E TO RAISE THE TWINS TERRITORY FLAG! 
jazine.com/summerofpride and you're one step closer to raising the pre-game Пад at Target Field! 


MEDICA. LAVENDER 


SPORTS | Emily Heinbockel 


MIN OTA 


DRAFT 


t's been a whirlwind of 
a year for the cham- 
pionship Minnesota 
Lynx team. And things 
are about to get a whole 
lot crazier. With key 
members of the team 
returning again, the 
Lynx have also added 
a lot of new players. 
In the 2012, draft they 
had six draft choices, 
including the number three pick and five 
in the top twenty. 

The number three choice was De- 
vereaux Peters, a six-foot-two power 
forward from Notre Dame. Peters was 
shocked and excited to be chosen by the 
Lynx. In most mock drafts, she wasn’t in 
the top five prospects lists. However, Pe- 
ters had an impressive career with Notre 
Dame averaging 10.2 points and 7.3 re- 
bounds. She was also impressive with her 
career averages in assists, blocks, and 
steals. 

The team is looking for her to learn 
from the 41-year-old Taj McWilliams- 
Franklin. Taj has said that she is getting 
old and might need replacing soon. Peters 
has other impressive stats including being This past year, Peters helped her team reach the NCAA Champion- 
a two-time Big East defensive player of the ^ ship game for the second year in a row. She is thrilled to be here. The 
year, All-Big East first team member, and Lynx were looking for someone in the draft that they could choose that 
the only player in the Big East this season was not only a good player but also a selfless player. The Lynx already 
to rank in the top ten in the conference in have an amazing roster so they wanted someone who could come in 
three major defensive categories: first in апа know their role on the team wasn't going to be the star like they 
rebounding, third in blocked shots, and жеге in college. And the Lynx feel that Peters is the perfect fit > 
ninth in steals. Continued on page 44 
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TWIN CITIES PRIDE NIGHT 


BASKETBALL. Presented by 
uniamen 


(Thu, June 21@ 7pm 7 


TICKET DISCOUNTS: 


$65 Tickets for Only $55 
$50 Tickets for Only $40 
$30 Tickets for Only $25 


Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 


270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information 


[| MINNESOTANS 
LAVENDER M = UNITED d кт 


eee jor ALL FAMILIES 


RIGHTS 


COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
TENANT & BUYER REPRESENTATION 


GES А 6а 


IT’S YOUR CHOICE! 


Office * Retail *Warehouse 


The Chazin Group puts exceptional care 
into helping you lease or purchase a 
property for your business. 


We'll give you the personal time and 


attention you deserve. For more information contact: 


Carley Knox 
612.673.8408 
knox@lynxbasketball.com 


Rely on over 25 Years of Experience. 


5% of all net Chazin Group Commissions 
will go to your charity of choice. 


Stuart A Chazin 
Broker / President Stuart@chazingroup.com 
Office: 952-928-9915 www.chazingroup.com 
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[ Devereaux 
Peters ] 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


for this with her already selfless play at Notre 
Dame. She is already good, but this is where 
the learning from Taj will come into play. 

There are five other players that the Lynx 
have selected from this year’s draft. They 
had the pick numbers 12, 18, 19, 20, and 31. 
Five out of six of their draft picks this year 
were acquired by trades. With the number 
12 pick, the Lynx chose Damiris Dantas out 
of Spain. With the number 18 pick, the Lynx 
chose Julie Wojta out of Green Bay. With 19, 
the Lynx took Kayla Standish from Gonzaga. 
With the 20" pick, they took Nika Baric out 
of Russia. And rounding out the Lynx draft 
choices was the 31st pick, Jacki Gemelos out 
of USC. 

The only problem with so many picks is 
that the Lynx are bringing back almost their 
whole roster from last season. The Lynx 
have only one open spot, so there will be 
some competition during camp. Three of the 
new players will be deferred so that they can 
hopefully develop and join the team in future 
seasons. These picks are Dantas, Baric, and 
Gemelos; the first two because they are in- 
ternational and the third because of a knee 
injury. The Lynx have talked about a pos- 
sible arrival after the 2016 Olympics. This 
may seem far away but the players are only 
19 now, so they will still be active and youth- 
ful then. 

These other five draft picks also have 


[ Brittany Rayburn ] 


[ Erin Thorn ] 


pretty impressive stats throughout their bas- 
ketball careers thus far. Dantas was the 2011 
MVP of the FIBA u19 World Championships 
in Chile. This was an effort that led Brazil 
to third place. This past season, she has ау- 
eraged 13.1 points and 7 rebounds with the 
Spanish Liga Femenina de Balconesto. 

Wojta was pretty impressive last season, 
leading her league with 19.5 points and 3.8 
steals. She lead the team to its first Sweet 
Sixteen appearance ever, eventually losing 
to the championship Baylor team. 

Standish led the Gonzaga Bulldogs last 
season with 16.4 points, 7.5 rebounds, and 
1.5 blocks per game last season. She ended 


up on the All-West Coast Confer- 
ence First Team for two consecutive 
seasons. 

Baric has been playing over- 
seas with Lynx Seimone Augustus 
on a team in Russia. She has been 
averaging 4.7 points and 2.3 assists 
while in Russia. Previously, Baric 
played for Slovenia, including in the 
2011 FIBA U19 World Champion- 
ships. 

And last but not least, Gemelos. 
She averaged 11 points and 7.3 re- 
bounds a game before a season end- 
ing injury. In 2011 however she was 
named to the 2011 All-Pac-10 Honor- 
able Mention selection. 

So, the Lynx will have some 
work cut out for them in camp this season. 
They have drafted six talented athletes who 
could eventually make a difference on this 
championship team. The season is coming 
up soon with the first game on May 20" at 
home. Be sure to check out the game to see 
which girls make the team and to see the 
WNBA Champions try to repeat! 

As of press time, Standish has been cut 
from the Lynx roster, Added to the roster since 
the draft are rookie players Brittany Rayburn 
and Queralt Casas, and veteran player Erin 
Thorn. 
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“The YWCA trainers 


are dedicated to 

make sure you get 

the most out of 
yourself, and the 

smart, friendly 

people in my class 
motivate me to work 
harder than I could ever 
have imagined.” 


- Fiacre, Boot Camp veteran, YWCA member since 2005. 


The Power to Soar” 


FE 


ТИ 


AAwnesune Dose hes е 


A hidden jewel. A priceless experience. 


Tucked into the majestic woods of northern Wisconsin, Minnesuing Acres 
is one of the upper Midwest's best-kept secrets — an executive retreat 
center that touches the heart and moves the soul. Now is your chance to 
discover this hidden jewel! 


Whether you bring a group of employees for a “team building” getaway, 
key executives for strategic planning “nestled in the Evergreens”, or 
family and friends for bonding like nowhere else, you'll treasure our 
breathtaking beauty, delight in our activities, and revel in the comfort of 
our spacious facilities and modern amenities — one group at a time. 


Discover why one guest called our lodge “a little piece of heaven.” Call 
Jim at 715-374-2262 or email jpolinsky@radisson.com to plan your 


SE www.minnesuingacres.com 
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TRAVEL | Carla Waldemar 


Monument in 
Brussels 


Tintin's rocket 


Photo courtesy of Tourist Office for Flanders - Brussels and www.sxc.hu. 


Spires on the iconic 
Grand' Place 


Grand Place 


BRUSSELICIOUS 


It’s Yummy Year in Brussels 


BRUSSELICIOUS: There, you've said it. 
And that's the hard part. The eating is easy. 
The year 2012 has been declared the Gour- 
met Year in Belgium's capital, with a menu 
of special activities to showcase what this 
quintessentially charming city has always 
done so well. It shines with everything from 
its galaxy of Michelin-starred cafes to street 
stands offering waffles or frites and mussels. 
And, did anyone mention chocolate? 

But let's start out at Mmmmh! (www. 
Mmmmh.be), a combo of food, wine and 
kitchenware shops which also offers classes, 
including one in what its ringleader calls “the 
most hated of vegetables"—you guessed it: 
Brussels sprouts. 

No longer the bad boy of the garden 
patch, four of the city's leading restaurant 
chefs taught us, hands on, to prepare it in 
trendy, new ways: thin-sliced and crispy, 
with crab and créme fraiche, as a starter; 
wrapped with other crunchies, in rice paper 
atop seabass as a superior spring roll; paired 
with diced potatoes in a rich Gorgonzola 
sauce for pasta; and, as an homage to trendy 


molecular cuisine, cooked with potatoes in 
chicken stock, then whipped till creamy and 
siphoned into mousse over sausage slices— 
an avant update of the Belgian granny dish, 
stoemp (potatoes and leeks with sausage). 

As literal icing on the cake, the session 
ended with a treat from the iconic choco- 
latier/pastry shop Wittamer, which cre- 
ated bite-sized, green-frosted creampuffs 
disguised as you-know-what. Meanwhile, 
around town, you'll spot super-sized icons 
of Brussels food products created by art- 
ists—an uber-mussel, a maxi-cone of frites, 
a sprout almost as big as a house. 

Not your cup of chocolate? Then sign on 
for a class at Cooking Time (www.cook- 
ing-time.be) , where chefs help guests 
prepare a lunch of typical Belgian products: 
today, ivory cod paired with shiny mussels 
and a sleek sabayon sauce, aside a mold of 
mashed potatoes melded with leeks. And for 
dessert, a dice of apples and beets (!) capped 
by ice cream made of beer—yes beer: anoth- 
er reason for a foodie pilgrimage. 

There are 250 breweries in this tiny 


country, sporting over 2,000 beers—a great- 
er variety than in any other land: Trappist, 
produced by monks, strong and rich and 
yeasty, such as Chimay; Lambic (Greuze), 
fermented from natural yeasts floating in the 
air, deliciously sour and toasty; and specialty 
beers such as Kriek, tasting like a cherry 
Lifesaver, swell with desserts; Kwak, an am- 
ber ale; and pilseners such as Duvel, strong 
as the devil, indeed. 

Classes in chocolate-making are offered 
at Gerbaud, from tempering and molding to 
the best part, tasting: chocolates from a vari- 
ety of continents and cocoa-butter strengths 
and fillings stretching from nuts and fruits to 
candied ginger. 

Sign on for a walking tour (www.vizit. 
be) with nibble stops at a chocolatier, a bak- 
ery, cheese shop and seafood stand. Or jump 
on the Brusselicious Tram Experience for a 
city tour while savoring a three-course din- 
ner with wines, prepared by a rotation of Mi- 
chelin-starred chefs (85 euros). Hotels have 
gotten into the game by offering breakfast 
buffets of at least eight local products. Ours 
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Шагал 


at the Royal Windsor careened from artisan 
cheeses and cold cuts to organic fruits and 
jams, plus another Belgian icon, waffles. 

Time for dinner! To capture the essence 
of today’s thinking, we chose the year-old 
Alexandre, where chef Alexandre Dionisio 
has captured a Michelin star for the likes of 
his five (plus, plus)-course menu (85 euro) 
in his stylish lime-and-black dining room: 
first a parsnip veloute with fume of boudin 
noir sausage, eels and cockles, exquisitely 
presented; then scallops paired with veal 
cheek preceding a choice of venison with 
poached pears and polenta or sea bass with 
risotto, pesto, chorizo, leeks and smoked 
peppers; then chocolate ganache and orange 
jam flavoring sponge cake; and finally, coco- 
nut milk and lemon with Thai basil ice and 
sesame crumbles. Life is good! 

And just as good on our evening at Va 
Doux Vent, an Art Nouveau bistro (Brussels 
excels in the style) newly launched by a trio 
of young cooking tyros: no star yet—it’s too 
new—but keep tuned. Here our six-course 
dinner (69 euros) vaulted from carpaccio of 
scallops and mango with coconut and lemon 
to fish with celery foam; then roast quail 
with cabbage, foie gras and essence of pars- 
ley and green tea, followed by rabbit three 
ways. Next, samosas plumped by Belgian 
cheeses paired with leek salad, and finally, a 
trio of apple sweets. 

And now, to walk it off. Between meals, 
the city offers a visual feast, leading off with 
Ground Zero, the Grand'Place. Hemmed by 
lacy, gilded Gothic structures—town hall, 
guild houses-turned-cafes—the plaza, Eu- 
rope’s finest, must be where Disney got his 
inspiration for a spire-lit fairyland. Cobbled 
streets trail off in every direction, leading to 
the naughty-boy statue Mannekin Pis (yes, 
that’s what he’s doing), the classy Galeries 
St-Hubert shopping arcade; and churches 
like Gothic St. Nicholas, sporting a Rubens 
painting; ornate St. Jean-Baptiste; and Ste. 
Catherine with her Black Madonna, near the 
crumbling towers of the medieval city wall. 

Walk uphill, and upscale, to the Upper 
Town, anchored by Place du Grand Sablon, 
whose Art Nouveau townhouses now house 
elegant chocolatiers, cafes, galleries such 
as the one dedicated to Tintin (there’s also 
a comic strip museum honoring this local 
hero), vintage and antiques shops. The out- 
door stalls of an antiques market hems the 
church of Notre Dame du Sablon each week- 
end. Stop in the church itself to savor its glit- 
tering stained-glass windows. 

Then head over a few blocks to the Mu- 
seum Quarter, where the Royal Museums 


(Clockwise from top left) Cookie shop. The Tram Experience. 3-course dinner during a 2 hour city tour. Fancy historic 
guildhouses line Brussels Grand' Place. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


of Beaux Arts boasts three must-see collec- 
tions. The first is dedicated to the mesmeriz- 
ing works of homeboy surrealist Magritte—a 
black box inscribed with his enigmatic quota- 
tions (“Poetry is a pipe”) amid the art. Next, 
the Modern Art collection, and finally, the 
Art Ancien—a celebration of Flemish mas- 
ters, including Hieronymous Bosch (maybe 
the original Surrealist), Jan Breughel (same, 
as evidenced in the sea monsters devouring 
a shower of Fallen Angels and his landscapes 
of lusty burghers), Memling’s serene Virgin, 
Cranach’s sexy Venus. 

Time to go! For info on Brusellicious— 
chocolate week, chip stand festival, picnics 
in the park and much, much more—visit 
www.brusselicious.be. For general info, 
see www.visitflanders.us. 


SIDEBAR 


LH 


Waiter at Café Mort Subite. Photo courtesy of 
Tourist Office for Flanders - Brussels. 


St.-Jacques District, near the Grand'Place is the Rainbow District, seconded by Rue du Marche- 


au-Charbon: more bars, cafes and shops. 
Events: 


Gay Pride May 11-12, 2012 
Big La Demense: gay parties Easter and All Saints Day weekends (www.lademence.com) 
GLBT Film Festival (wwrw.fglb.org); pink screen festival Nov. 2012 (www.pinkscreen.org) 
The Gay Map showcases the cool, gay-friendly hits of the city (f.boury@visitbrussels.be or 
www.visitbrusssels.be/gay); see also the Gay Brussels Facebook page. 
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When we're together, жете cooler than everyone else 


GLBT 
GREETING 
CARDS 


ENTREPRENEUR DEBRA PESEK 
glows as she talks about her line 
called “Too plus Too” of GBLT greet- 
ing cards. But it was during a dimmer 
period of her life that the inspiration 
struck. A few years ago, lying in bed 
recovering from treatment leukemia, 
she had an epiphany; there were no 
cards designed especially for the gay 
and lesbian population. 

“Tt just came to me in the middle 
of the night,” she says. Describing 
herself as a spiritual person, she 
thought, “this is something I can do.” 

But going from epiphany to reality 
proved harder that she anticipated. 
Fortunately, Pesek has a background 
in aesthetics, having worked in interi- 
or design, repurposing furniture, and 
house and garden television. 

Her business partner, Jeff Pomer- 
leau, came a little further out of his 
comfort zone in the masonry busi- 
ness to join Debra on the venture.“We 
talked to a couple of people and they 
thought it was a really good idea so 
we said okay let's go for it,” he says. 

From picking type fonts, color 
schemes, hiring illustrators and writ- 
ing the cards themselves with a little 
help from friends and family, the two 
produced a line of artful, classy, witty, 
and insightful cards geared to the 
GBLT community. 

It is a business venture colored 
by passion and a cause they both be- 
lieve in. Says Debra, “I have lots of 
friends and family members who are 
gay and lesbian so they should have 
a card just like everybody else and 
if you were a mother and had +» 

Continued on page 50 


Equality Matters: 


A Rainbow Rendezvous 
VOYAGEUR PARK - Pine City, MN 


Food • Music • Vendors/ Auction 
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SUNDAY East Central 
JUNE 3, 202 Minnesota Pride ~ 
= LIVE MUSIC! доб odybriteusa 
= Chastity Brown • Yasen Marie з 
p Nobody's Weddin • Harley Wood 


CELEBRATING БЕТА Е С 


ENTERTAINMENT: MINNESOTANS 
4 Y Spearz 
О Е А R 5 Sick of Sarah UNITED Е 
Rich В S Е == 
JUNE 2012 Helen Back 


FESTIVAL June 23-24 
ART SHOW Fri. June 8 l ‚ 
BOAT CRUISE Sat. June 16 b$ ~AS 
PICNIC Sun.June 17 ~ 
PARADE Sun. June 24 
RACE Sun. June 24 # 


$15 Advance | 
$25 Gate j 


TCPride.org 


Starlribune © 
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B Cub Gc. CH scene 


NEW! 
FOC МАРСОМ PRIDE 


TWIN CITIES 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY MAP". F. ^ 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! : 


LIFESTYLES & COMMUNITIES 


I can't even think straight. 


a daughter who was a lesbian or a son 
that was gay I couldn't go buy a card for 
them for their birthday or their partner 
of if they were getting married adopting 
a child or whatever it happened to be so 
I think they should have cards just like 
everyone else." 

Jeff nods, “I just believe in equality" 

“No matter what,” adds Debra. 

And no matter what, the two are com- 
mitted to taking their business to the 
mainstream starting in the Big Apple. 
Debra says they are signed up for the 


900 booths and 10,000 people expected 
to attend everyone from the grand 
daddies like American Greeting and 
Hallmark to the smaller time boutique 
artists will be there to get exposure, to 
network and to find suppliers. 

Attending is a huge commitment ac- 
cording to Debra, but she says she and 
Jeff wanted to “go out there and saturate 
the market ahead of time.” 

As we talk, my eyes are continuously 


drawn to the stack of samples Jeff and 
Debra have laid out on the coffee table. 
Each one beautifully designed, humor- 
ous and unique. I ask them to pick out 
a few favorites. With so many it’s hard 
to choose but Debra pulls one from the 
pile with a caricature of King Henry the 
Eight on the front and the line “Henry 
the Eight had six wives.” On the inside, 
“My sister just wants one.” 

Jeff passed me one with a cartoon of 
Pinocchio with his nose growing and the 
line, “I like girls I like girls I like girls.” 

I pick up one with a silhouette of two 
beautiful women on the front and the 
phrase “You know I’m not a lesbian...” 
inside, “Oh no? You were much more 
interesting when you were” and I can’t 
help but laugh. 

Debra laughs along, saying “We are 
trying to be funny, not to make fun of peo- 
ple but we have to laugh at ourselves.” 

Some are more suble, two men’s shav- 
ing brushes in a jar, or two toothbrushes 
with bows in toothbrush holder together. 
Some simple, with two female figures, 
“In the beginning there was Anna and 
Eve” or two male figures “In the begin- 
ning there was Adam and Steve.” 

No matter the occasion or sentiment, 
Debra and Jeff have the perfect card for 
those who may not be able to find just 
what they are looking for in the greeting 
card aisles of their local drugstore. 

No matter where their business takes 
them it seems the two have already 
found success. “I believe we are doing a 
good thing so we'll take it for a ride,” says 
Debra. Је agrees, “Everything has been 
positive, it's been exciting" 

The positively exciting line is soon 
to be available via website, in the mean- 
time the cards can be found at the Guild, 
an eclectic shop owned by Debra at 4414 
Excelsior Blvd in St. Louis Park. O 
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t lee fine designer jewelry 


The union of recycled metals to 

fair trade gemstones brings the 

high ideals of socially conscious 
jewelry to our work. 


All pieces are hand made by 

our expert jewelers and are Hecker 

constructed using reclaimed d E | al | 

and re-refined gold, platinum, ап ага eu 
and palladium. z^ - 

Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 

Sophisticated yet friendly 

Luxury without pretense 


While you are waiting check out our 
(612) 789-2656 remodeled Burnsville Location. 


And... when you are downtown stop 
by our 814 Hennepin Ave. location. 


www.tleegold.com 


18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 


ASID SHOWCASE 


Lake of the Isles Parkway MAY 19 — JUNE IO, 2012 


O71 Gr NDISAC A8 МОШУНІЅПТІ 


26 spaces. 30 designers. 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. Don't miss the dramatic transformation of 
this grand Lake of the Isles home. 


Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans | | "S 

Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, Tickets starting at $15. For complete tour details, visit 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, mspmag.com/hometour 

Employment Discrimination, Administrative Law, and Mediation. : SEN 

; Ee ath Producers: Presenting Sponsor: Beneficiaries: 

*Certified Criminal Law Specialist = Ё 

** Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


mene " Mpls WLS 
413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 го MN SY Paul P HT 


MINNESOTA CAMBRIA 


W.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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OUR LIVES | elizabeth Millar 


GE AS уч ue 


Elizabeth (left) and Karla: Bossy. Photos by Andy Lien 


Growing Bossy Acres 


RAIN, tomatoes, ticks, and weeds: these 
are our date night conversation topics lately. 

While they might not sound romantic to 
some, being able to chat about those farm 
details is actually the realization of a dream 
for both my partner, Karla Pankow, and me, 
and we'll gladly pull weeds all day and then 
talk about it over sushi at Bagu later. 

About a year ago, we started our own 


farm, jokingly named after the attribute we 
felt we had in common. Bossy Acres has 
become an all-consuming, joyful, challeng- 
ing, exhausting, and uplifting adventure that 
feels as if it’s gaining momentum daily. 

In our wee South Minneapolis bungalow, 
we have seeders and buckets wedged next 
to the couch, seed potatoes stretched across 
the dining room table, and books on bees 


and soil and food politics teetering in stacks 
wherever there’s room. Our hands are per- 
manently crusted with dirt as if we’d gotten 
odd, hairline tattoos across our fingers. 

As I write this, there are 15 flats of let- 
tuces outside in our blazing yellow van 
(nicknamed the “Bossy Banana”), and we’re 
hoping that some volunteers make the trek 


to our rented acres in Dayton to help 
Continued on page 54 
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SEDGWICK 


HEATING + AC | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


—. SERVICE 
САШ 


SE 91,000 
ЅАМЕ RE 


ог More op а New Boiler. Plus $1,000+ on Manufacturer Rebate 
Plus Rebates and up;to/$825/on|Utility Rebates. 


www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 


Serving all of the Twin Cities. 


GIVE YOUR TEETH 
SOME LOVE 


DR. PAUL AMBLE — DR. NANCY CASHMAN 


IDENTA Lic 


www.grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


A lot happens between 
9 and noon. 


Countless life-shaping events occur between nine and noon. 


And a lot happens every day on The Daily Circuit. Host 

Kerri Miller and Tom Weber cover the most important issues 
and interview newsmakers of all kinds: politicians, authors, 
innovators, educators, artists and everyday people in the news. 


Listen weekdays а 
9 a.m. to noon. The Daily 
" ш ™ 
Stay connected ы) ( | @ Џ it 
all day at mprnews.org 
#dailycircuit 


612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 
tangletowngardens.com 
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OUR LIVES 


us put the greens in the ground. In other 
words: we've created a pretty kickass life, 
and мете excited to see what comes next. 
Even if it involves ticks. 


Playing in the Mud 

Our path together began, improbably 
enough, па tiny village in Zambia, Africa. We’d 
both signed up for a Habitat for Humanity trip 
that turned out to be an all-women crew build- 
ing a cinderblock house for a family there. 

For two weeks, we luxuriated in the 
beauty of a sun-scorched landscape with- 
out electricity, running water, or bath- 
rooms. Both Karla and I loved the simplici- 
ty and sustainability of life in a place where 
we had to bring our own garbage bags 
because the residents never made trash. 
Every night, the village’s children came 
and danced with us, while we drank warm 
beer from chipped tea cups and admired 
the thick blanket of stars. 

From the way that we could fall in love 
during a time when we each used about two 
cups of water to shower every day, I suppose 
we should have known we'd make good part- 
ners. After all, not everyone is up for flirting 
when they’re mixing cement by hand, or try- 
ing to catch a chicken for dinner (seriously), 
but we both thrived in that environment. We 
snuck behind our group’s sleeping hut for 
a single, clandestine kiss like kids trying to 
ditch a chaperone. 

From then on, we became inseparable, 
which was tricky since we lived 600 miles 
apart. Га drive to Michigan whenever I 
could, grateful for my freedom as a freelance 
journalist, and Karla would fly here on ran- 
dom weekends when she could escape the 
shackles of her job as a pharmaceutical rep. 
As anyone in a long distance relationship 
knows, the situation can be dreary. There 
are too many meaningful, woeful goodbyes 
and they always seem to outnumber the hel- 
los. When you're together, there's a distant 
clock ticking somewhere, and you feel the 
slight pressure of it: three more days togeth- 
er...now two...now none until next time. An- 
other goodbye. 

Then, a get-out-of-long-distance-free card 
arrived: Karla was laid off from her pharma 
job, right about the time that she'd been do- 


ing a weekend internship at an organic farm. 
Although I'm more of a gradual change kind 
of girl, Karla has always been the jump-right- 
in kind that I admire, and she saw the lay- 
off as a chance to change not just her job, 
but her entire life. She packed up a U-Haul 
and her two dogs and moved to Minnesota, 
determined that we could now live out our 
"someday" dream of having a farm. 

Before meeting Karla, I had trouble keep- 
ing a houseplant alive. The last vegetable I'd 
grown myself had been in a paper cup for a 
3rd grade science project. I think it was a 
carrot, and it didn't turn out well. But I was 
eager to take on this new adventure, even if 
it meant I'd have nearly everything to learn. 
So, I took a deep breath, cleared out plenty 
of drawer space, bought some books on 
farm management, and we got Bossy. 


Pharma to Farm 

When thinking about our farm's start, 
Karla and I had the bucolic visions that any 
beginning farmers probably envision: our 
own little acreage with chickens and goats, 
organic vegetables growing lush and per- 
fectly (without weeds or pests, of course), 
and a root cellar filled with salsas and sauces 
we'd canned ourselves. 

Well, we haven't completely given up on 
that idyllic possibility, but we've got miles to 
go before putting our names on that rural 
mailbox. 

With land prices averaging about $7,000 
per acre, we decided to keep my house and 
rent land instead. Fortunately, we found a 
farmer about 30 miles away who had land 
that hasn't been sprayed with pesticides, and 
he shared our views about the importance of 
organic practices. 

Although we couldn't have the physical 
farm that we wanted, we knew that Bossy 
Acres was about more than a place, and even 
about more than the vegetables we'd grow. 
We wanted a farm that was involved with 
the community and helped to create a more 
nourishing food system for everyone. The 
community supported agriculture (CSA) 
model was one we'd both admired, and I was 
the drop-site coordinator for a CSA farm for 
five years before the Bossy kickstart, so I 
had some (admittedly limited) exposure to 


the nuances of the system. 

With our goals in place, the seeds got or- 
dered, and Karla built a website (www.bossy- 
acres.com), started a Facebook page, and 
became a powerhouse on Twitter. Through 
social media marketing, we began creating 
buzz about the farm and selling CSA shares, 
even though at that point we hadn't grown 
a single vegetable. But that changed fast: as 
a winter project, Karla started growing pea 
shoots and sunflower shoots, and we set up a 
table at a few indoor winter farmers markets. 

The Bossy was at full simmer, but it 
wasn't until we began starting our main 
season seeds at our greenhouse space in 
St. Paul that I felt that true sense of urgency 
that comes with farming. It's like a beauti- 
ful, sonorous bell that lets you know you're 
already late. 


Field Days 

As we get ready for our first full season, 
coming up on a year in business, we already 
feel that our vision of a community-support- 
ed farm is being realized. Our CSA is sold 
out, and we look forward to a busy season as 
vendors at the Fulton Farmers Market. Vol- 
unteers and CSA members are pinning down 
dates to come help us plant and harvest (but 
we can always use more help, so look up vol- 
unteer details on our website!). 

The farm’s timing seems fortuitous as 
well—sustainable agriculture, and particu- 
larly urban farming, are taking off here in a 
way that seems important. Systems are fall- 
ing into place for supporting local food and 
the "know your farmer, know your food" 
movement is like a rising tide, lifting us all 
toward a better relationship with what's on 
our plates. 

In many ways, Bossy Acres is also a 
natural extension of that time in Zambia, 
when we felt so much closer to the ground. 
Granted, that partially means we were dirty 
all the time, but it also means we could feel 
the power of a community coming together, 
and the lure of a way of life where there was 
no garbage, literally or figuratively. 

Karla and I see Bossy Acres as a big ol’ 
fabulous adventure together, and it's one 
that we can share with so many other people. 
And what's more boss than that? O 
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ТАТЕ ОТТЕ Delivery Evermuerc 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 
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BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


CALIFORNIA DREAMERS 

Mark Abramson 

Lethe Press - $18.00 

Number six of Abramson’s Beach 
Reading Mystery series takes us into 
the layers and depths of protagonist 
Tim Snow’s psychic powers. He’s 
used them before, but now they’re being amped 
up x-fold in new and ingenious ways. Recruited 
into a group of other HIV patients by a shadowy 
research outfit claiming to use psychics to find 
and prevent suicides, Tim is trance-linked via 
Neutriva, a new AIDS drug, with an elderly 
fortune teller, a street person, and others to form 
a sort of psychic hive mind. But something’s 
wrong; the trials are not all they seem. Tim’s 
lover Nick and the le cast appear, along a 
with a guardian angel and some sweet closures. Inspirin g Hope x 
This satisfying longer volume gives free rein to 

Abramson’s masterful plot weaving. 


Changing Lives. 


KING PERRY 
Edmond Manning А H 3 
na Press bur | > Building 
ow would you respond to “[You à D 
are cordially invited on a King Community. 
Weekend," and assurance that if you 
spend the next forty hours following 
Vin Vanbly's “every command,” your 
“life will change in Se ways.” Well, Perry 
Mangin does, and undergoes a night hidden on 
Alcatraz; a аис парып in a swank hotel and 
ocean blowjobs. Vanbly leads Perry to his King- 
ship, which has to do with Perry’s painter father 
whose works were being shown in the gallery 
show where the two met. But who is Vanbly, and 
what are his motives? Dark flashes from his own 
past, involving an abuser named Billy, suggest 
there is more to learn-and local author Manning 
hints at coming novels which will reveal more 
about Vim and future kings. 


THE BIG CAT NAP 

Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie Brown 
Bantam - $26 

For ailurophile whodunit fans, The 
Big Cat Nap will be a special treat, 
marking the twentieth anniversary 
of Brown's Mrs. Murphy Mysteries 
involving Mary "Harry" Haristeen, 
tiger cat Mrs. Murphy, and their furry collabora- 
tors Pewter (cat), and Tee Tucker (dog). Not 
only are too many car accidents happening an 
around tiny Crozet, Virginia, but a lot of car 
mechanics are dying oH as well. Harry, whose 


Geoff makes a 


desire to ferret out the truth has led her into the “Being a foster parent and Q 

previous nineteen adventures, sets out again А H f р difference ° 

оп a danger-laden search for а КШег-ог killers. adopting an infant has made my 

Brown has a knack for focusing big issues on ; ; 

Crozet for solution, m this ime big insurance life so much richer. \ hel \ 
company malfeasance falls under Harry’s scru- too. Wi ri 

tiny. Michael Gellatly's black and white illustra- Но ШАРА rh uM ee 
tions make the purr-fect accompaniment. It’s amazing how something like Веоріе have the Opportunity to ме and 


OPERATION MARRIAGE ` stability can change a child's life work with dignity, safety and hope? 


ee eee Ege Lyon - yet I feel like | ат the one who 


Illustrated in a most charming, really benefits! 
sketchy/accurate wash technique by у Л S AY 


4 _ LeeLyon, сше, text follow the 
true story of a California pre-Pro А А 
8 family. Eight-year old Alers best LSS has made all this possible." 
friend, Zach, announces that he can no longer 


be her best friend since her parents aren't mar- 


ERATION] 
MARRIAGE 


ried. Alex and little brother Nicky set in motion 

“Operation Marriage” to convince Mamma | Geoff Bullock 
Kathy and Mamma Lee to tie the knot. They’re LSS Financial Educator, 
successful, and the wedding takes place, offering Foster parent, 
readers a satisfying conclusion. But the book’s . á 
power is in portraying how the debate affects all Adoptive father. 


children: Alex pedals by Zach’s house where his 
father is settin, up a “Yes on Prop 8” sign; Zach's 
lingering words, "My dad says two women can't 
be married." Prop 8 passed; the story's not over. 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the Lutheran Social Service 
p——————————— vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in Yd of Minnesota 


community with dignity, safety and hope. for changing lives 
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BIG GAY NEWS 


BIGGAY NEWS . COM: 


JOUR 


GLET WORLD NEWS! 


1-MEXICO 

Libertarian Nominee Slams Republicans For Gay 
Spokesman Flap 

BuzzFeed.com reports that new Libertarian Party nominee 
Gary Johnson accused the Republicans of wrongdoing 

for the situation surrounding Mitt Romney's openly gay 
foreign policy spokesman Richard Grenell. Johnson said: 
“It speaks volumes to the intolerance that continues to be 
present in the Republican Party. I believe the majority of 
Americans are fiscally responsible and socially tolerant. 
Ibelieve the majority of Americans could care less about 
whether or not there is a gay individual working in the 
Romney campaign. The activists driving that agenda. That 
intolerance is why the world vilifies Republicans." 


2-USA 

Columnist Dan Savage Stands By Comments On "Bullshit In The Bible" 

CNN reports that Dan Savage is standing by his line that ^we can learn to ignore the 
bullshit in the Bible about gay people," a comment that prompted some high-school 
students at a conference to walk away from the anti-bullying speech. Teacher Rick 
Tuttle said: “It became very hostile toward Christianity, to the point that many 
students did walk out, including some of my students.” Savage explained: “I was 
not attacking the faith in which I was raised. I was attacking the argument that gay 
people must be discriminated against because it says right there in the Bible that 
being gay is wrong." 


BigGayNews from Massachussetts: 

John Kerry Letter Backs Gay Couple 

The Salem News reports that Senator John Kerry has written a letter to the 
Department of Homeland Security in support of a young married binational 
lesbian couple from Beverly. One of the women faces deportation to her native 
Pakistan because of the federal government's Defense of Marriage Act's definition 
of marriage as between a man and a woman. Kerry said: "She is certain that if she 
is forced to return to Pakistan, her life will be in danger, not only because of her 
sexual orientation and her marriage to a United States citizen, but for religious 
reasons as well." The Defense of Marriage Act is still enforced in the U.S. even 
though the Obama administration announced in 2011 that it will no longer defend 
the constitutionality of the law in court. 


BigGayNews from New Jersey: 

Transgender Woman Denied Mammogram Wins Battle 

Transgender women and men are often denied routine care. The New York Daily 
News reports that 44-year-old transgender woman Beth Scott won a settlement 


against her health insurance carrier after being denied coverage for a routine 
mammogram. Health provider Aetna stated a policy exclusion for treatments related 
to sex reassignment. Beth Scott had developed breasts after undergoing hormone 
therapy, and she had been advised her to seek the breast cancer check. 

Her employer agreed to cover Scott's future mammograms as well as prostate exams. 


BigGayNews from Tennessee: 

Tennessee "Don't Say Gay" Bill To Get Axed 

Huffington Post reports that a key Republican sponsor said he simply won't 
bring a bill meant to eliminate public school discussion of gay issues. State 

Rep. Joey Hensley said: "With that assurance and the opposition of some 

people who didn't want to vote on it, I've decided simply not to bring it up." The 
wording of the legislation read "[N]o public elementary or middle school shall 
provide any instruction or material that discusses sexual orientation other than 
heterosexuality." The state of Missouri is currently considering its own "don't say 
gay" legislation. 


3-UNITED KINGDOM 

BigGayNews from the United Kingdom: 

Cameron Prepared to Back Down on Support for Gay Marriage Law 

The Daily Mail reports that Britain's Prime Minister David Cameron is expected 

to put on hold his plans to legalize gay marriage after his party's disappointing 
performance in local elections. Cameron's support for gay marriage is controversial 
among backbenchers who would rather focus on the really important issues. A 
Cardinal by the name of Keith O'Brien has also criticized Cameron for "attempting 
to redefine marriage for a small minority of activists" and proposing reforms that 
would "shame the United Kingdom in the eyes of the world." 


BigGayNews from England : 

Vatican Rep Wants Alliance With Jews, Muslims, to Combat Gay Marriage 
JewishPress.com reports that a Vatican representative to Great Britain, Archbishop 
Antonio Mennini, wants Jews and Muslims to unite with Christians to fight the 
proposition of legalizing gay marriage in England. Mennini said: “It seems to me 
that, concerning the institution of marriage, and indeed the sanctity of human 

life, we have much in common with the position of the Jewish community, the 
Chief Rabbi and many of the more significant representatives of Islam." Equalities 
Minister Lynne Featherstone is considering legalizing gay marriage in the UK. 
Archbishop Peter Smith said: “We will work with anyone who agrees with us that to 
redefine marriage is not a good thing for society and will lead to more confusion." 


BigGayNews from England : 

Doctors Neglect Gay and Bisexual Men 

OnMedica reports that a survey showed doctors should be reminded of their duty 
to avoid neglecting the health needs of gay and bisexual men. Survey respondents 
averaged higher levels of domestic abuse, mental illness, and use of alcohol, tobacco 
and drugs. About 50% gay and bisexual men are said to have taken drugs in the last 
twelve months, compared with 1296 of men overall. How many gay and bisexual 
men have ever discussed prostate or bowel cancer with a healthcare professional? 
Only 10?6 have. 


4-AUSTRALIA 

BigGayNews from Australia: 

Gays Help Ease Sperm Shortage For Aspiring Mothers 

The Sydney Morning Herald reports that a recruitment drive aimed at gays has 
contributed to a meaningful reduction in the waiting times for Australian women 
seeking a sperm donor in their bid to get pregnant. Australian women were waiting 
up to 18 months for donor sperm about a year ago. The waiting time has decreased 
to about eight weeks, thanks partly to a local donor drive that targeted gay men. 


BigGayNews from Australia: 

"Being gay is like being left handed" 
Australia's news.com reports that former High Court judge Michael Kirby told a 
federal parliamentary inquiry into same-sex marriage that he and his brother were 
both born with traits that set them apart from the mainstream. Justice Kirby said: 
"It's like being left-handed. My brother is left-handed and I was gay. I rose to be one 
of the significant judicial citizens of this country, but I was always a second-class 
citizen." Kirby has had a 43-year relationship with his partner. 

He says society must come to terms with the fact that sexual orientation is not an 
anti-social choice, but rather a personality trait. 
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пејр cure MIN 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 
• HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
• In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about UNIVERSITY 


participating in a research study, 
call: 612-625-7472 OF MINNESOTA 


or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu Driven to Discover* 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Randi and Phil Reitan 


RANDI AND PHIL Reitan are Eden 
Prairie residents and longtime GLBT allies. 
Below, they share a little about their family 
and their fierce opposition to the marriage 
amendment this fall. 

Lavender Magazine: How has your ex- 
perience as a parent influenced your views 
supporting marriage equality? 

Randi Reitan: Phil and I have been 
blessed with a wonderful marriage. This 
July we will celebrate our 40" wedding anni- 
versary. One of the greatest joys we shared 
as parents was watching our 3 oldest chil- 
dren find love and get married. 

We want our gay son Jacob to have the 
same experience when he finds a wonderful 
man to be his partner in life. We want him 
to get married like we did and each of his 
siblings did. We want him to celebrate his 
love with a wedding and grow old with the 
man he loves. 

LM: Why is it important to defeat this 
amendment in Minnesota? 

RR: This amendment would use the 
Minnesota constitution to deny rights rather 
than grant them. It would be devastating for 
a state that prides itself as a wonderful place 
to live and raise a family. 

One of the blessings of working for gay 
rights for 14 years is watching our country 
move in a welcoming direction. Progress 
is being made because people are talking 
and sharing their stories. This amendment 
is about stopping that great conversation. 

LM: As a Minnesotan, how do you think 
this amendment would change your commu- 
nity? 

RR: We worked hard last year to keep the 
amendment off the ballot because we knew 
what a campaign like this would do to Minne- 
sota. I worry about young gay teens who will 
hear such hurtful rhetoric about their lives. 
The most recent example is the marriage 
presentation by the Archdiocese at DeLaSalle 
High School where students were in tears. 

LM: How has your faith shaped your sup- 
port for marriage equality? 


Randi and Phil Reitan with their son, Jacob. 
Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


RR: Our faith is central to our life. It is a 
faith that loves and includes all people, that 
looks to the love and gracious welcome of 
Jesus. 

The discrimination Jacob faced after he 
came out made us activists. We felt the pain 
as parents when a pastor in our Lutheran 
denomination said it was sick and sinful to 
be gay. He told us our son would live a dark 
sad life of sin if he didn’t change. It was im- 
portant to us as parents and as Christians to 
confront those untruths. That is why we told 
our story in the film, For the Bible Tells Me 
So. When the film was released, we heard 
from people across the country who, for the 
first time, heard God’s love spoken to them 
as a gay person. 


We must confront the anti-gay messages 
in this amendment battle. We must see sex- 
ual orientation as a gift from God and that 
marriage is a strong foundation for all fami- 
lies. There are many faith communities that 
welcome all couples to make promises of 
faithfulness and love. May they speak their 
welcome loudly. 

LM: Is there additional advice you would 
give to get involved in the movement to en- 
sure marriage is respected for all couples? 

RR: When Jake first came out, we needed 
to first educate ourselves. We watched Jake 
start the first gay-straight alliance at his high 
school, and we knew we also needed to work 
for equality. Jacob led us. We encourage young 
people to lead their parents on this issue. 

There are many opportunities to be in- 
volved and it is critical that we act now. Last 
May when we first knew this amendment 
would be on our ballots, I ordered 1,000 
rainbow stick flags to share with people. I 
wanted people to plant them in their sum- 
mer flower pots letting their neighbors know 
their home was one that celebrated marriage 
equality. I was overwhelmed with requests 
for them and ordered 500 more. One woman 
walked her neighborhood and had conversa- 
tions with each of her neighbors as she of- 
fered them a flag. 

Philip makes a point to have a conver- 
sation with every client that comes to see 
him. They walk away knowing their attor- 
ney has a gay son and Philip wants marriage 
equality for him. It is important to find a 
way to have the conversations that need to 
take place. Hearts are moved by personal 
stories. There has never been a time more 
important for Minnesotans to be involved in 
a movement because this amendment would 
forever deny marriage to same-sex couples. 

For more information on opportunities to 
get involved and ensure others Vote No on 
this hurtful amendment, contact Minneso- 
tans United for All Families at www.mnunit- 
ed.org or 651-330-6852. O 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING AUTOMOTIVE 
echt атол, 
You а Headache? Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service Venue 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


paulvGRORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl e Mike Cassidy e Mike Simon 
Lee Zurek e Paul Vetsch 


ALARM PROTECTION 


Gordy Neuman 


Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 


IPROTECTION, INC. 


Commercial • Residential • Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


www.cazaleslaw.com C. Alexanderfazales, Esq. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


У _____-н 


(HAGENS 2222.) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


www.hagensautobody.com А | 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls Z 
(612) 872-6671 X 


Home of Honest Mechanics: 


3 Locations: Minneapolis, Anoka, and Eagan 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
www.honestiuptown.com 


HONEST-1 ANOKA 
2701 Fairoak Ave. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

763-270-0424 


HONEST-1 MINNEAPOLIS 
2217 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 871-7545 


HONEST 1 EAGAN 
525 Diffley Rd, Suite 1050 
Eagan, MN 55123 
651-994-9000 


EMPLOYMENT 
EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 
| 1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
К = = = 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
* Indoor shooting facilities 
* Training courses 


4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale - 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


Ready for Swimsvit 
Weather? 


Come in for FREE Evaluation. 
Call by May 31“, and get 
$100 off your Weight Loss 
Package! 


SVE Changelorks 
ÑN Hypnosis CENTER™ — 


Call 952-356-0010 and 
get started today. 


www.mn-hypnosis.com 


HOME SERVICES 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


raftsman's 


Siding 
Roofing • Windows • Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available • Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor • MN License #20384780 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company. 
SOSHOMECARENIN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


[ГИ =) * 
A Signature Product” : di. 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting ` NA 
Let us show you how we can optimize your home / 
improvement experience. Ask about our summer [^1 


specials and storm damage renovation programs. 
RDavisConstruction.com i 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Пе: 20635925 


for Атепса 


BC248265 


DOORS - PERGOLAS • WINDOW: 
SIDING • ATTIC INSULATION 


Our Energy Savings Solutions Company \ | 
el 


Call (651) 203-0149 for FREE price quote today Ж ^ 
www.nwfaMN.com - 


A - Z ELECTRIC 


E We'llido (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small • Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“We'll go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping 


Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Bore, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Advertise your business in 


Dau THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEN ASA 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services fi 

The best clean with green! LE 

AN op our products are non-toxic & biodegradable. 

Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 895-3322 • www.greenasawhistie.oro, 
wie 


suba МА a. 1.4. мишића У ith 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Call me today to see how you can save when 
you combine your home and auto policies. 


(952) 233-0310 @ 


DAVID KINNEY Allstate. 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON 77777" 
A060877@allstate.com 


Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


== 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
PINSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


, P ive, One-at-a-time 


ДЕ ЗАРА 
(EST 633-4564 


EXPERIENCED. RELIABLE. 
KNOWLEDGEABLE: 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT LOCAL PET SITTERS AND DOG WALKERS 


PROFESSIONAL PET SITTERS 
OF MINNESOTA 


PETSITTERSMN.ORG 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist e 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


=. 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Julie Childs ki 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist Abd 


Journey oj 

Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 
Free Phone Consultation 
Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 

2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 

jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


Health & Wellness Coaching 


James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified Wellness Coach 


METROPOLITAN 


7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435 


(952)288-2230 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 

Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


2 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Homeownership... 
It's the right move. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5 


МЕМЕЈК 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 


your local twin city wedding pros 


612-870-9082 
www.dlgcreativemgmt.com 


You can now 


see the | 
F 


online 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 


OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Bottled Up 


I HAD my annual physical yesterday 
and was asked the question we all hate to 
answer: 

Doctor: How many drinks do you have 
a week? 0 to 2? 3 to 5? 7 to 10? More? 

Me (hopefully): A week? Or a day? 

Doctor (sighing with impatience be- 
cause she’s asked the same question by all 
of her patients): A week. 

Even though I have a physical every 
year and should be prepared to answer 
this with a smooth lie, I always stumble. I 
mentally perform my alcohol rationaliza- 
tion calculation, which is: amount of work 
stress + number of times I call my mother + 
parties I attend on a given weekend = daily 
number of cocktails which can be defined 
as “medicinal,” and, thus, not applicable for 
the annual physical drink count. 

“5!” I finally answer, hoping my enthu- 
siasm will convince my doctor that I’m not 
lying. 

"Try again," she says. 

This time I answer more honestly. 
“Well, I don't drink nearly as much as my 
friend Phoebe," I 
say. "Write that 
down on your 
little chart." 

Phoebe is 

one of my best 
friends mainly 
because she 
has even less 
self discipline 
than I do. She 
considers hard 
lemonade a 
suitable replace- 
ment for orange 
juice at breakfast. 
She has taught 
her kids how to 
make the perfect 
martini and how to 
score a ride home 
from the country 
club if mommy has 


S 
one too many wine 
spritzers during her 
poolside canasta 


game. And, what I 


love most about her is that she never, ever 
makes lame excuses for hangovers or de- 
nies her love of drink. 

When she was pregnant with her last 
child, we all stayed our distance for nine 
months because she is such a colossal cra- 
bass when sober. "I don't know how any- 
one can raise children without a couple of 
drinks in them," she said, greedily pouring 
a vase-size goblet of champagne the day she 
returned home from delivering the baby. 

Everyone needs a friend like Phoebe: A 
tipsy role model who has managed to main- 
tain her beauty (she's a former model) and 
is super high-functioning (she runs her 
own business) even after guzzling whatev- 
er rock gut is placed in front of her at happy 
hour, which has inched closer to the noon 
hour over the years. 

Phoebe and her ilk make you feel bet- 
ter about your own life. First, they let you 
know that there is a damp boundary that 
you have not yet crossed and probably nev- 
er will. And, secondly, even if you do travel 
down that high-octane path, apparently, it 
won't kill you. 

Ilike to call Phoebe after a rough night. 
Lets say I wake up after a night of too 
many tequila gimlets which prompted me 
to makeout with the party hostess right in 
front of her girlfriend. I can always count 
on Phoebe for comforting me with even 
worse behavior. 

*Oh, honey, a drunken makeout session 
that resulted in a breakup of a longtime 
couple? That's kid's stuff," Phoebe consoles. 
"Last night, I sold my daughters kidney 
to a guy who volunteered to get me a lime 
for my gin and tonic. He just picked her up 
to get her prepped for the operation. Jim 
(Phoebe's husband) is furious. But it's his 
own fault for not getting off his lazy ass and 
fetching me the lime from the bar himself." 

Back at my doctor's office, my physi- 
cian put down her clipboard, went to her 
medicine refrigerator and pulled out a split 
of prosecco. We click glasses over another 
year of willful self-denial, and I promised to 
never drink while taking prescription medi- 
cine. And since she doesn't prescribe me 
any, I know it will be an easy promise to 
keep. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto 5 ММ com 
wwwinSPO .org/ Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Rz 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 
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ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 
Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 

"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma: free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Commun Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm 19 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 
Where all things French are 
Ц 


happening in the Twin Cities! 
TSN Tet St 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota’s largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour®@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 
www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 

www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2па 57, Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 

Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 


120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

[2] 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading yenue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 5. па St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East TOth Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 
Nationally renowned contemporary 
allet company based in the Twin 

Cities and touring the world. 
Hennepin Ave., Ste. 21 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neignborhog | 

ae Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras, 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338.0937 


www.mixedblood.com" 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

grumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[65i 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and erating 
performing arts and educationa 
pro rams that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 
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Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PETS/PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 
The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

1 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 305-6900 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
торе space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, ММ 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 
Edina, MN 
(952) 926-3808 
www.eclc.org 
First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 
A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 
610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons 

of all races, cultures and sexual 
orientations. 

500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331.3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin’s Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, an ore. 


al Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 
ummit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 

inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and aiming, A 

fost еасе' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 
local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, М 

(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865 


2485 Como Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 
www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
Afton, MM: | harde dini 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/ Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 

Playing host to guests looking for 
fun getaways & those in town to get 
deals done. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


К 3000 Zoo Bd 
e valle 
(952) 431-0200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR™ 


Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I met a woman about three months ago 
who seemed too good to be true. Cindy 
started out to be the most attentive girlfriend 
ever. She sent me love letters and flowers 
three or four times a week. She wrote in- 
credible poems, declaring her passion for 
me, gave me long backrubs, and has been a 
sweet and generous lover. We are both inter- 
ested in film and language and architecture, 
and we laugh a lot together. 

The problem is that Cindy has seemed 
somewhat distant for the past couple of 
weeks. When I ask her about it, she tells me 
that she has a lot on her mind from work. I 
know that she has been stressed about her 
job lately, but WHAT ABOUT ME? What 
happened to all the cards and letters and 
flowers? What happened to all of the atten- 
tion? Is this what just happens in a relation- 
ship? Is it wrong to expect the passion to 
stay? If only I had not tasted the sweet nectar 
of love, I would not be impaled by the sword 
of longing. 

-HOT POTATO 


Dear Hot Potato: 

"Tasted the sweet nectar of love?" "Im- 
paled by the sword of Longing?" If you are 
quoting Cindy’s poems, consider yourself 
lucky that she’s run into a literary dry 
spell. Did anything precipitate Cindy’s 
withdrawal? Cindy could be one of those 
approach/avoidance people who seems ca- 


pable of great passion and romance just un- 
til you’re hooked in. Then this type of per- 
son only gives you tiny drippings of love, 
just enough to make you hungry for more, 
keeping you in a state of constant longing, 
wondering what you did wrong. Her atten- 
tiveness in the beginning is like a drug; 
once you have it in your bloodstream, you 
never want to do without it again. You are 
the rat in the cage, anxiously pressing on 
a bar, hoping desperately for that pellet. 
You will probably soon get thin and tired, 
because the love pellets won’t be released 
too frequently. 

But consider this, too: Is it possible that 
Cindy really is just temporarily preoccupied 
with work, and that you're a giant black hole 
of neediness, unreasonable in your demands 
of her attention? Do you have an empty, 
shell of a life that you are trying to fill with 
the soul of another person? This can make 
people run for their lives. 

Justin case, Ms. Behavior would strongly 
recommend that you do a little self-assess- 
ment and make sure you have a life. This 
means trying to be as happy as you can be, 
with or without Cindy. Once you have as 
many friends and activities and interests as 
you need, you won't spend your time count- 
ing your love letters or flowers. You will be 
busy writing and sending your own. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 
I recently attended my first drag party, 


and had a wonderful time. My friend, Jo- 
seph, lent me his fabulous scarlet silk dress 
for the occasion and I was a knockout. 

The problem arose the night of the party. 
As I was getting dressed, I noticed a small, 
oily stain over the right breast of the gown. 
It smelled a little like peanut butter. I tried 
gently washing it out, but it didn't work, so 
put a faux emerald pin strategically over the 
spot and I wore the dress anyway. Other- 
wise, the dress was totally unharmed. I was 
very conscious of it all night, and careful 
not to allow anything to damage it (includ- 
ing the make up of other queens who all 
seemed to want to hug and kiss me.) But 
the day after I returned the dress to Joseph 
he called and yelled at me, and said that I 
had stained the dress. I told him that the 
spot was there before, and that that was 
why I had to wear a pin. He didn't believe 
me, and says I should have dry cleaned the 
dress before returning it. I don't see why 
I should have, because it was in the exact 
same condition as when he lent it to me. 
What do you think, Ms. Behavior? 

-NEW QUEEN 


Dear New Queen: 

Even if you believe you had a sweat-free, 
scent-free night, never return an article of 
clothing without washing or cleaning it first. 
Don't be cheap. Dry clean the dress. (And 
remind Ms. Behavior never to lend you any- 
thing.) О 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


DOCTOR, NO PUEDO 
DORMIR ... PIENSO 
EN TODAS ESAS 
HORMI6U'I TAS 


Doctor, | can't sleep... 
| keep thinking about those ants f-cking... 
Docteur, je n'arrive pas à dormir... 
Je cesse de penser à ces fourmis qui fourrent.... 
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RESPIRE ... 
CUENTE HASTA 
DiEz-- СЈЕЛТЕ. 


Breathe... 


Click! 
Count to ten... exhale... Relax... Clic! 
Respirez... 

Comptez jusqu'à dix... expirez... Relaxez... 


POR RODRO 


Those damn ants! 
Maudites fourmis! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Summer Jobs with Environment Minnesota. 
WORK TO SAVE THE BOUNDARY WATERS. $8.50- 
$13.50/hour. Career opportunities available. www. 
jobsforgoodcauses.org, Call Lynn, (612) 331-3125. 


EVENTS 


Thursday, June 7th - Tapestry LGBTQ 1st 
Thursdays Contra Dance. 7:00-10:30pm with live 
band, Testostertunes with caller David Kirchner. 
$10, $8 members, $7 students, free admission to 
kids 13 and under. Sponsored by Allina Hospitals 
and Clinics. Tapestry Folkdance Center, 3748 
Minnehaha Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55406. (612) 
722-2914. http://www.tapestryfolkdance.org. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market • Next 
sale: HOME & GARDEN! JUNE 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
Wed. 1-7pm, Th-Fri 10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am- 
6pm. * 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete Interior & 
Exterior Painting. Plus Carpentry Services. Call: 
(651) 917-2881 or go to www.proteampaintingplus. 
com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty., Mediator, Arbitrator: Private 
dispute resolution. Achieve legally enforceable 
results and peace through mediation or arbitration. 
Tel: (612)875-1022, www.resolve.pro. 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats too!). Energetic. Responsible. Flexible. 
www.barkavenueminneapolis.com. 
mb{@barkavenueminneapolis.com (612) 423-4523. 
Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST • COACH 
e CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. http://www. 
tomglaserlp.com/. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940-7033. www. 
dennischristian.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


LOVE FOR SALE - 2.5 lots with views of Lake 
Minnetonka on 3 Points. Old Minnetonka charm 
with lots of room to build. Financing available by 
Seller. $96,000. (612) 306-3837. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


One bedroom plus den Uptown apartment. 820 sq 
ft, balcony, washer/dryer, stainless kitchen, fitness 
center, outdoor pool. Luxury building close to 
everything. $1765. (800) 787-4815. 


Two bedroom, two bath. Balcony, washer/dryer, 
stainless kitchen, fitness center, outdoor pool. In 
Uptown. $2240. (800) 787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork 
at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South Minneapolis @ 
(612) 306-6323. 
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Minneapolis 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 


St. Paul 


651.305.2737 


Other local numbers: 


1-888-634-2628 


Tell-A- 
Friend 
REWARDS 


1-888-MegaMates” 


FREE 
to Listen 
& Reply to Ads! 
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OUR VOICES 


And So We Speak 


I WRITE because I like to write. I want to 
make you smile and think about things that 
don’t matter and some things that do. My re- 
ward is hearing you speak. Writers publish 
words, and readers publish thought. 

Writers inform. They persuade. They in- 
spire. They entertain. They pull together dis- 
parate and complex information and make it 
manageable. Without their words, we miss out 
on Modern Family and 60 Minutes. We over- 
look our celebrities and their gossip. Actors’ 
talents are wasted. And Anna Wintour’s out of 
a job. Without writers, the only drama we have 
to bitch about is our own (and maybe Snooki's). 

I’m a squishy writer. I’m no journalist. I 
don’t break news and what I write is hardly 
noteworthy (or even profound), but I write 
nonetheless. I write because, for some rea- 
son, I think I have at least something to say. 
Something that will stir something inside 
you-that will resonate in some way. 

Journalists don’t create the news, nor 
do writers create drama; they aren’t the ar- 
biters of thought. We all are. Writers simply 
put it on paper to trigger an “oh yeah” in our 
minds. But the biggest “oh yeah” moments 
are the most surprising ones-the ones that 
come from the most unassuming places. 

Nothing proves this point better than 
when a 10-year-old sums up the GLBT equal- 
ity movement with a single thought so strik- 
ing in its depth and simplicity that it moves 
his listeners to tears... 

I recently took a trip with a friend to 
Cozumel for a long weekend to detox from 
work (and retox on sun, too much food, and 
alcohol). I turned my phone off while I was 
there. There were no computers. No Face- 


book. No email. No text messages. And our 
only indication as to time was an occasional 
passerby (and vague guesses based on 
where the sun was in the sky). 

My trip made me forget drama at home- 
stress at work, my perpetual and annoying 
bachelorhood, that random/scary seizure 
I had in January, the occasional bar gossip, 
and the marriage amendment (you know, 
where everyone gets to vote on the civil 
liberties of other human beings). Anyway, 
point is my trip was relaxing. 

Back to Minneapolis and back to reality, 
the first message that popped up on my Face- 
book profile came from my friend Kate. She 
and her 10 year-old son, Bobby, had taken a 
trip to Colorado. While I was gone, she'd sent 
me a message detailing a conversation she 
and Bobby had on their plane ride back to 
Minneapolis. The following comes from Kate: 

“Bobby: Mom, is Justin going to have an- 
other seizure? 

Kate: I hope not. 

Bobby: Me too. (Thinks for a few min- 
utes) Mom, why do some people hate gay 
people? 

Kate: I don’t know, Bobby. I guess people 
are afraid of what they don’t understand. 

Bobby: Well if they knew Justin they 
would understand. Nobody could hate him.” 

Bobby’s point wasn’t about me. He refer- 
enced me, but he was talking about all of us. 
He alluded to the point that the people fight- 
ing against us don’t know us. They presup- 
pose a notion that fits their agenda and run 
with it. They don’t pursue understanding, 
and they don’t lead with compassion. They 
pursue and lead with ignorance. 


So after four days of forgetting the world 
in Mexico, a 10-year-old, not a writer, re- 
minded me what was important (and made 
me cry). His comment summed up the hope 
Га forgotten and ignited motivation to chase 
it again. He spoke to our humanity. I’m just 
passing it along. 

In less than six 
months, Minnesota 
will pose a ques- 
tion to its elector- 
ate: shall we in- 
grain in our state 
constitution the 
prohibition of 
same-sex mar- 
riage? And 
rather Шап 
preaching why 
this is wrong (you 
are the choir, after 
all), I just ask you to 
search for the kind 
of motivation Bobby 
gave to me, rather 
than forget hope or 
pass the buck. 

Please continue 
to speak. Encourage 
your friends to vote 
“No” in November 
‚апа join the fight 
by contributing re- 
sources ог volun- 
teering your time to 
Minnesotans Unit- 
ed for All Families: 
MNUnited.org. O 
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Building LIFESTYLE 


Building and remodeling unique Twin Cities homes for more than 35 years. 


D" С 


VUJOVICH 


DIES leer 


612-338-2020 Proudly Featuring | 
MARVIN € 


www.vujovich.com niea RoR 


aoe 


GENTLEMEN, THIS IS VODKA. | 


Ketel One 
Y lvo DKA 


PLEASE DRINK RE SPONSIBL 26 
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